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e “[A] positive impact on students’ learning outcomes.”

e “[A] positive and productive experience for students.”

e “A TalkAbroad conversation rather than an ‘exchange’ means that my students no

longer share time conversing in English.” (Bolding mine)
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e “It went very well mainly because | was so nervous beforehand. [K]-san really
made us feel comfortable and provided a safe space where we didn't feel
judged if we made mistakes. When we got stuck, she always tried to help us.
[K]-san really made an effort to make sure we understood and further explained if
we didn't know.” (Bolding mine)

e “I felt comfortable forming questions off the top of my head, and was not worried
about sounding dumb since | knew she would help me in any errors or
misunderstandings | had.” (Bolding mine)
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e “We needed to prepare more and personally | felt like I froze up in the moment.
| forgot a lot of the prep I did and scrambled as a result. | could have held my
composure more. Overall it was still enjoyable but I did not perform to my own
expectations.” (Bolding mine)

e “We originally chose a very specific topic which made the answers of the
interviewee harder to understand, but as the interview went on we started asking
more questions about things we covered in class more specifically and in those
cases it felt very natural and easy.” (Bolding mine)
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e “[I]n the case of the interview it went great, however | myself felt confined to the
guestions | made not because of the interviewee but | felt that my skills were
very low.” (Bolding mine)

e “It was nice to try to have a conversation, but it was extremely stressful for me
leading up to the interview. | even pushed back the interview because | felt
unprepared. | felt that it was challenging to figure out what to say during the
interview that | hadn't prepared for. Overall, it felt like a fun experience that was
difficult and that difficulty produced large amounts of stress.” (Bolding mine)
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“Given the low numbers of U.S. students studying abroad in general, and
specifically of students from underrepresented groups, it becomes imperative to
seek alternative ways to provide international experiences to a larger number of
students. International virtual exchange learning experiences, or
telecollaborations, can help address this disparity and bridge the access gap so
that more L2 learners can have the opportunity to develop their L2 language
proficiency and intercultural competence as they interact with members of the
target culture in real contexts.” (Bolding mine)
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