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National Japanese Speech Contest (NJSC) was established in Canada in 1989 under the auspices of the
Japanese Embassy in Ottawa in order to promote Japanese language education in Canada. It is now co-
organized by the National Japanese Speech Contest Organizing Committee and the Canadian
Association for Japanese Language Education (CAJLE). The contest participants are the first place
winners of each category from the seven regional contests.
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MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO CANADA

I would like to congratulate the Canadian National Japanese Speech Contest for its 34th edition.

First and foremost, | would like to express my respect for the efforts and talents of the 25 contestants
from all across Canada, who have won their respective regional competitions. | would also like to thank
many organizations and individuals for their daily commitment and support. Thanks for all these
support, it made the contest so meaningful that we have been able to hold it in-person with all the
contestants for the first time since 2020. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the National
Japanese Speech Contest Organizing Committee, the Canadian Association for Japanese Language
Education (CAJLE), the sponsoring universities and organizations, and the Japan Foundation, Toronto
for providing the venue for this successful event.

| understand that this contest is known to be a historic event that was first held in 1989 to promote
Japanese language education in Canada, and has been held every year since then. During this time,
many past contestants have impressed the audience with their excellent Japanese skills and
expressions. These 34 years to date are truly a history of exchange between Canada and Japan through
Japanese.

According to a report released by the Japan Foundation this year, the number of regions and countries
where Japanese language education is offered and the number of Japanese language institutes,
Japanese language teachers, and students learning Japanese as a foreign language have reached record
highs since the survey began in 1974. In recent years, it seems that more and more people are
interested in learning Japanese on their own after being exposed to manga, anime, J-POP, fashion, etc.,
which implies that there could potentially be even more people learning Japanese all over the world.
It is my sincere hope that people in various parts of Canada who listen to your speeches will continue
to gain interest in learning the language.

Looking at the relations between Canada and Japan, this year marks the 95th anniversary since the
establishment of diplomatic relations between our two countries in January 1928. In January of this



year, Prime Minister KISHIDA Fumio visited Ottawa and reaffirmed with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
that Canada and Japan will further strengthen our bilateral relations as G7 members, and as important
strategic partners in the Indo-Pacific region that share universal values such as freedom, democracy,
human rights, and the rule of law. Following this Canada-Japan Leaders' Meeting, the governments of
the two countries are further strengthening bilateral ties and accelerating cooperation toward the
realization of a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)” based on Canada's “Indo-Pacific Strategy” and
Japan's “National Security Strategy”.

The world is facing many challenges, including climate change and the situation in Ukraine. Therefore,
we must expand our solidarity beyond countries and cultures. Both Canada and Japan are G7 members
and like-minded countries that share fundamental values. With Japanese as one axis, | hope you will
continue to learn the language in this diverse country, Canada. The Embassy of Japan and Consulate
Generals of Japan are committed to supporting the continuation and strengthening of Japanese
language education in Canada. | sincerely hope that you will continue to play an active role as a bridge
between Canada and Japan.

YAMANOUCHI Kanji, Ambassador of Japan to Canada



GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
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It is my great pleasure to be able to report that we held the 34" Canadian National Japanese Speech
Contest (NJSC) at the Japan Foundation, Toronto on March 26, 2023. The contest was co-organized by
the Organizing Committee for the NJSC and the Canadian Association for Japanese Language Education.
We were overjoyed to see the contestants’ smiles and excitement from regions across Canada at the
venue, where we had to give up having in-person contest in March 2020 as the city unexpectedly got
locked down due to the pandemic.

The speeches were presented by the first prize winners of the four different categories: the Beginners,
the Intermediate, the Advanced and the Open, coming from seven different regions in Canada. Some
talked about their wonderful experiences with friends and families, others shared their lessons or
insights they had learned from difficult times they had. They expressed themselves so well in Japanese
that we could even forget that Japanese is not their primary language.

Since we were still concerned about a possible outcome from a large gathering, we made a tough
decision to have this contest live-streamed instead and to bring no audience to the venue. However,
the post-contest survey showed that some appreciated this hybrid format and we came to realize that
this might be the time for us to start re-thinking what could be the best way to run the national contest



in the future after we learned that there are more options for us to organize the contest using
technology.

This contest could not have continued without many generous supporters, and this year is not an
exception either. Thank you very much to the Japan Foundation, Toronto, for providing with us a
wonderful contest venue. We would also like to say thank you to the Consulate General of Japan in
Toronto, Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund, University of Alberta, Mitsui Canada
Foundation and many other organizations and companies from Toronto. We sincerely appreciate that
they have acknowledged this as a meaningful event and were willing to support us. Thank you very
much.

Ikuko Komuro-Lee
Chair, Organizing Committee for the 34th Canada National Japanese Speech Contest



PROGRAM

(Eastern Daylight Time)

9:30 OPENING CEREMONY

Opening Remarks by Ms. Ikuko Komuro-Lee, Chair, Organizing Committee

Greetings by Mr. Takuya Sasayama, Consul-General of Japan in Toronto

Greetings by Ms. Noriko Yamamoto, Executive Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Introduction of Judges

SPEECHES

09:45
10:10
10:45
11:00
11:40
12:00

Beginners Category (6 contestants)

Intermediate Category (8 contestants)

Break

Advanced Category (7 contestants)

Open Category (4 contestants)

Lunch/ Library Tour of the Japan Foundation, Toronto

12:50 CLOSING CEREMONY

Comments from Chief Judge, Dr. Kimie Hara, Professor, University of Waterloo.
Award Ceremony

Closing Remarks by Ms. Ikuko Komuro-Lee, Chair, Organizing Committee

JUDGES
Dr. Kimie Hara, Chief Judge Professor and the Renison Research Professor, University of
Waterloo
Mx. Jocelyne Allen Japanese-English translator/interpreter
Mr. Tatsuji Hidaka President & CEO, Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd.
Mr. Masahiro Matsui Consul, Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Ms. Ayumi Takai Coordinator, Circulation & Access Services, OCAD University

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Marshall Ginsler-Viner



ELIGIBILITY

BEGINNERS

Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese.

The contestant has studied Japanese for less than 130 hours or one year.

The contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than three months in total since
the age of six.

INTERMEDIATE

Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese.

The contestant has studied Japanese for up to 260 hours.

The contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than six months in total since the
age of six.

ADVANCED

Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese.

There is no limit on the hours of study.

The contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than three years in total since the
age of six.

OPEN

Both or either of the parents may be native speakers of Japanese language as long
as the contestant is studying Japanese as a foreign language.

There is no limit on the hours of study.

There are no restrictions on length of stay in Japan.




BEGINNERS CATEGORY

CONTESTANTS

Arman Ahmed Break Out of Your Shell! York University
1

T—=<v - T—=XAvyF | RaBAL

Apollo Lin Music Is Our Bridge Queen's University
2

V= I FRIIAIZBDE

Eva Mae McKenna On the Spirit of Forward-Looking Saint Mary's University
3

ANA— 25T AT X DA AF

Evan Morris My Three Cats University of Winnipeg
4

IT97v-EYUR MD=ZU=DNZ

Zacharie Rajotte Anxious? Do It Anyway Univeristé du Québec a
5 ,

FHU—-5Vayk |CE? LEAPD Montréal

Hokushin Wang No Worries University of Alberta
6

AR A BALK DIEWNWE

INTERMEDIATE CATEGORY

Aiko Aguilar Break the Shell Mount Allison
1 . .

TAa - TF2T— | WEEN University

Neven Currier A Fun Way to Recycle University of Winnipeg
2

T TYUT = BLWIUYA 7L ETBH 4

Michael Han To Be Cool or Not to Be Cool, That Was | Carleton University
S| TATL Ay the Question

7 =7 =LA, TN
A7 o 72

Ava-karie Hislop Current Artists and Social Media York University
d A4 Y7 - HY—- B/RT —T 1 A~ &SNS

Exoy 7




Serena Pong

Y —F - Ky

How Not to Have Culture Shock, No
Matter Where You Move to

EZIZFl-omLTH, AILF v —
TavyZEITEWAE

University of British
Columbia

Brady Reeleder
TLAT4

Y-y —5

The Thing | Received from a Setback
BRI NIZH D

University of British
Columbia

Eliott Serouart

IUAXybk-ta7—

The Uniqueness of Ginkgo
4 Favnima

Université de Montréal

Jessie Zheng

Four Things | learnt in Canada

University of Calgary

VZE R 7 HF I TFAEEDDEI
ADVANCED CATEGORY
Erica Kim A Summer That Was Special to Me University of Alberta
TUH - F L o R
Jennifer Kim What the Tiger of 2022 Taught Me University of Ottawa

V=77 - F AL

202 2FDFEDVFIIEA TSN
Zk

Joon Woo Park

= Ay B A/

Ame-Chan in Kyoto
RADEES » A

University of British
Columbia

Risha Pelchat

Joy - X)Ly

Me? “Mademoiselle”? “Xiao Jie”?

rEZ7EIL, TIMEE v A
V) EFiENT

York University

Qinrong Sun

Fray -V

You Own Participation Award

ANEIZSME %

McGill University

Natalie Thimot

Musical Therapy

Saint Mary's University

F2YU - T4ELY R A
Wen Xunging Japanese ISEKAI Anime University of Manitoba

LY avFv

BAROEHRT =

10




OPEN CATEGORY

Michelle Lai My Nutrition Fact University of Toronto
1

2 DK AR

Dzung Nguen After a Storm Comes a Calm Saint Mary's

PR L AlE-T. HEZS University

Olive Ude Your Own Person University of Ottawa
3 .

FYV—7 97 Bo &3O

Tielia Young Undergraduate till 80 Years Old University of British
4| _ - < e ) g Columbia

TAITUT - Y7 80 ik £ THFERE

Notes: BC's beginner’s category is equivalent to the intermediate category of the national contest in
terms of the hours of studying Japanese. Therefore, there are two participants from BC in the
intermediate category.
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SPEECHES

[#7#%ERFT - Beginners Category - Catégorie Débutant])

| . RZBEMN

(A2 4% &8P 3 fi]
TRV T —XAYR

York University

HEIh, BRTTN, EIALAFIOTIAN, RSITVTTHh, RF—FEDE, RIIHDTLT,
DT ZREDE A VI T Lz, A7 F T, AXTEAT, REDELZITFTLE, RAITSIHD
FIIHALNT, B2 DZEFEL, SULA2-72TT, HIF1I000F D 5DOFITFEATHWET, TH,
FNLeD2FELRVWTT LA, ROFIIF v+ RRIZEY E LT,

HHB, KENMEZTEL,

TR TVR—=FDF—=LIINSR D, |
'ZzZ., KsavER—-I1L 7?2,

'S5A, RZTvFR—=LLeHWw, KTTVR—Fk, |
FZ. R Tvikh—koTH, |
TPETEHEE AR —VEL, 2 ADNR—-FIIE-S>TISATE L, |

BR, BEITITEFE L, BIINRXRLZEEINELEA, EO5FTHEVLorarUFEEATLE, O
—FHNEFNFEL,

TREILEEIZESIC, KEBEDAL L, |
DIV EL, R TKEBETATT, "Edh..g RIFL< LBV ELRE, LML, RO—BIZE
D> TWERATLE, AT fFoTnwWE LT,

NIFTHRY AT, F—LDALENREBRETCK->TWELR, RIF#HLRUFEATLE, W
KHE->T, bO—F, 2THOBIIANYELE, Z0OBTY,

MgLwELT, 77CTT, 4
(Z., EDLTHELTLKBALESS, 50L&, )

TH, FLTWBESBIIBELLALKBYELE, BIIYAIDNRT, REAABERZHATOZoTWH
FlLi, EXNDVES, REBTLE, ROZIISHIZVOUNM N> TWWEL,

AE0REOBANRFELEZ, TE=1, L=2pFVET, TRy, Ky, Ky, ) KEIZE&DHHETEL
ZEFFT, o FEL, L0 EK I AABRT—EBZIWVWES, R—rA< o EmICELET, AAEI—
DT> TVWEFET,

1121314151 Kbor !

FlE, BIF—LDAUN=IZH>TWELE, Z53TCT, REKTFTVIZHS7ATT, FTTVHR—
FoBEMNTT, RREFMHLVEREZZRY E L1,
HHRIALLREEN ] ZL T, WOMZEEZRUVEEAD,

12



2. BRI HE
(424 ERFT | fir]
7RO - Uv
Queen's University

BEIAFTENMFETCT A, BRZHBRLSEICE, FMEZ2RVWETH, ROBERFRKENDZEEEBVET,

TBWT, ZA4AZBRED ), ZTHE, YOWHEHDEDRICELLWE AN —FLLKE o7 ETL,
AL EBRDBEIZ, BLLWERPADTIVANLT o FENADYELR, TNHOBIIVWDODLEELLS
72T3, REBERDPLLL DL HLSTH, ETHLHFETL,

Bl MR, BLLWbEr AL I BBV ELR, ZTo®HoLazm) Lz, 2H#FHEIIAD &5, T
L7z THLZOE, RIFEFFLFBAREN MY ETHEATL

EEIISULDIETT, TE I DHASH L TH, RIFVWOILRICHIAFLZRLET, FIHEDOE, &
EEWE, KA A SHBLTH, BELLWAFLZRLELRZ, OV ODITT, LREDOFOREIERE
5012, EFONANS, BREOHMEZEDE L, BAREODREZ MR ELELA, BA
BOR\E T T >TCHT, HEZE-T, —D—DDHEEHAIEL/, BREOEIFZTILKHEE LN
=TT, —H£BHHIEL T, ZLTES, 5L T, oFPIZH2MELOEREZERTCETE L,
SULDIEE T TR AL, HR(FZ, BALBEOETT, THEOA, VW HOREZEEIAMWEZZI LD
VETH, ZOIKIE 1977 FORT L, ZOHDOFICZ, ZOEHROBILEFTEDBWADHY £, D
EWAEZEICZOMERBNLED >0 T, RFOZYUATAIAVH—FTRWE L, READE®RZE A
THE, 723 EHEHIEEFVWELRE, PRUYFBRIZIHIAFL I EDSLRWTT 1,
BLLWHErAFLOITLKBRVELEY., T 2E< 20, AR —FBoEBRZEVWHLET, ZL
T, DHWVBFIZIZ, T ORFAD LS ICEZRIBVWAEITT, —£BeHEKRY £,

3. @ = OAFF
ANA— 25T
Saint Mary's University

ZARIZBIE, RIEANNA =5 LFT, RIFEVIATY 70N TITFATHLLZHAZ DT 5%
(T,

MIEZ =TT 4T LlwoLAD, =3 T77—Abx—23 T,
S—URBEAICESDTETELDILDITT, TLHEFROANAZFLIIOVWTIEFRLEZWTT,
HFFIZFETHLEINBLLWNELAIADY ET,
HOBIEDIAFLYTT VIV RT=IANITEFEL, ZOEHITROBIEDIALRRITATE <L
F L7

IADTAT VT4 T4—2BIZITFATEO I LEBEVWELRE, ZOEHICROBEITIALIFI—F
YEISMDMDEEA,

NI =TI Y@BEERIDIILITALVWTT, TH, ZHUIAICE>TETHELW I LDTT,

LYT VIR IR = NIZEV I =TI TEE I LB STBEHIAEEES IADEDICRIZI—TY
EERIIGELEWTT,

BAZEIC TfiEaE, 0w, ZTEEPHVET, I—I7VEBICEF TIELS5H6, v Z2&iFF &<
TE7z, DVWFEL LD o TharNEd, TUAI—7<70 TaiEaE ) RHEMHTT,

=B, AS5VWOEREVWD, SALPZEIEEFEEIIIDORLWTWIHEI -7z elFiE, S LED
NBZElEHVWTL &,
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WLEDTT, TEVLWE LD, HUNIESTINET,

L HOD=ZUZEDHRAZ
IT97v-EYUR
University of Winnipeg

FL®FELT, ROBEFZAIEFIZT 7> - BEYVRTT, V4 ZRITKRFOFET, BINTEHENEEDL &
EpOBARBITIRAICHTVWET, LBLLEBERAIAVWLET,

SB, BRODRE—=FIIROZUVEDRIDNDELSI LAALSHIZONWTTT,

—ZFt+ARA—RIZ, T4V —BROIVWLEDEILAASHDRZIZHY F L, #ERIEFIRY K
YavyvTIIZhRIELETRTITEZLEDY, ZOZTHRIELIELOILAASAHLTELE, TH, £200
TWNWLKBELAVRIPVWELE, RIZZDHRIZEZEZLKE, ZORIEFS>ETS5FTnrEa6LFEzLE, M
MUDAIETZ7 4V —lF, PV ENHLRIELT, 2L&OTIEIINZEV-T0WELE, 74—
IO ETE6NBEDELITHLSFEF>TVWELRE, RRIEFZTAEDMDOVLRIIZITIVAANSEEBWE
L7z, 26, 9<IiCoseYELE,

74 YV—FZRAEEBTAEIWZIRY FELT,

FE—ZZFADICUOEE SR TT, 7E=BE 74U =ADAIUVLVLWELAIEVWLEATT, 256,
humane society IZRXDDHNZEHL LW IFITITEE L, RRIEFAL VI WAT, LolFATVE-THD
NIZERFLE, RIFRZONMZVIZIFV-T, RZETKROVIZLLDITF-> T, RIFLDHE LT
FHFLEOSFPDOZEEZLAIFVWLTIELLBPYEHATLE, 26, DFEVUFELT,

COME—=IZZA—BTEIWVZIHYFELT,

T OHRAZ, FulE humane society I2Z2HRIZZ I LITo T, ZLAYE2LILAALSAHLEL, 7L
AXIERTHAHIZWT, Z7LAYOBETZTZIEFETCHLLIATLE, BATLAYEZZVWTWDE, KT
VTATDADNTLANYIEVOELDIET, AHDNZTZAHLALLNEBEVWEETVWELRE, RRIEFT7LAYIC
BT, NyE—RBRIIZH-S>TIFLWERBWELRE, ZNT, OFEVFELEDY, BroAEEZAT
WELE, AL, ELDOAESVWEETEATT L.

CHOTZLAVIZARAZFRBTZIWIHEVETA, ZLA4VIF5E. 2AZOHAXTT,

IR DZUVEDRINE >THLIEVWT ETT,

5. WE?2&IIANMALKPH
vAV—--FYVavhk
Univeristé du Québec a Montréal

ZAIZBIE, HETI A,
DLIE SHAIZ BREIN, IZBELEIETWADT UOLEDIZ ARLRAZ DALY T WV ITATAT
7,
Lo DAVWIENL BANWHWE, ARLAT IABAMNMI KRER ZTA%2 HIFDE VOB LA
TWdE Wolzb, HFRIAFZED BHLLWETH,

LALSNET A,

LHAL, STTHBIADFATENTOULDNBLHLLOTWEWIFAZTAE—FZ LTWET,
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CZTORAT, 3HAZT DYIZABHDIFSEFES>% ADIF, WOTH DI2MI3ELDI1I LT HVUE
EIR

A, 2EEE HDWESE LT, AHATATH DADPAE TEDBREITFTALTESIZ LTWET,
INLD ZHESIE. 2D HLLIZITSIADHIC BLAEL,

CoTW, ZDO3HRANA, DEELIELIAD ARLAZ 5FELS HAVUT B IISHIE>DZ ADIFLH &
FTAHWIZEY < LT =L,

BMTT, ALELDIHFVWEEIAEEIFIFICZOCLEIL, LLEVWEET WLWLKDH2D LErIANLKE
LEDITEBZEL TEELT,

MoalLed DLKVFELE, ZLT, ZOHM0WLeZE 55T, BAICTEFELT,

PO TRAZTEDZILH T, WELEWIT SR I—FT T4 TDTIUNA & LTWET,
Ny =Yy 78 LEL,

Fro, AU ELKTET, OLEDITHIANDE H-H LW ITFAZTE FRATHET,

DL DEATVWDIR, AEIAD TEFIFEFR IFSEFIT L3P AMLRE 2K TES
EWDHZETY,

BZUS2 I0HLKD Lz, LolFn® L<HEW ANALTT, B5ZAT, PORIFHNIE X
Zh VoM EFoTVWET,

HIZHLEFIZZOHh0WE MAAT WEBLUIE, Eo-0icknwZeTH,

WIChE $H28IF ERIZETT, EE/VE EZNT, BAEE LULBRBLESL WWATT,
FTERZIEEFVWLIZLTLEI N,

XL TEIZE, WEODLALE BHELUEDIC. LRALLAZ DL LDICIEZVIZELOTL
& D,

THWE LS, HUNESTINEL,

6. BALKBETWNWE
(A2 4% &8P 2 i ]
ALY 4

University of Alberta
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