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Abstract:

The aim of this paper is to present how modal adverbs change their semantic features
and come to carry similarities or multiplicities of meaning in sentence. In this paper, the
adverbs - “sasuga”, “yahari”, "shosen”, “kekkyoku”, “sukunakutomo”, and “semete” — are
analyzed in relation to features in other elements in sentences such as nouns and other modal
expressions. Those features, as well as the features of modal adverbs, are analyzed by using
semantic distinctive features. This paper argues that when two different modal adverbs carry
a similar meaning in different sentences, a feature of another element may function as a key
to indicate a difference. For instance, when adverbs “sukunakutomo” and “semete” appear to
have a similar meaning, say, the feature of modal meaning “WISH”, which “sukunakutomo”
does not usually have but “semete” always does, it is interpretable on the basis of other
element in a sentence with “sukunakutomo”. Similarly, the multiplicity of meaning is
correctly interpretable by the combination of the features of adverbs and other elements in a
sentence. When the adverb “sasuga” carries the modal meaning of “HIGH EVALUATION”
in one sentence and “LOW EVALUATION” on the other, each modal meaning is translated
on the basis of other elements in the sentence, respectively.
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