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Abstract:
The mora-based theory (Higurashi 1983, Tsujimura and Davis 1987, Sato 1989, Poser

1990, Uwano 1997, and Akinaga 2001) divides Japanese compound nouns (N1-N2) into two
types—*short’ compound nouns (N2 = 2 morae) and ‘long’ compound nouns (N2 = 3 morae).
It is agreed in the literature that predicting the accent pattern of ‘short” compound nouns is difficult,
but the accent pattern of ‘long” compound nouns can be predicted to a certain extent by finding the
position of the N2’s accented mora.

Inaba (2002) focuses on ‘long’ compound nouns and examines their accent patterns based on
a metrical approach. He extracts a series of ‘long’ compound nouns from the NHK Dictionary of
Pronunciation and Accents (1998) and examines according to the rules of metrical phonology
(Hayes 1995). It has then become clear that there exists a difference (dividing line) in the rhythm
construction process for N2’s composed of 3 or 4 morae and N2’s with 5 or greater than 5 morae.

In this paper, I will attempt to demonstrate a practical application of Inaba (2002) to teaching
the rhythmic patterns of Japanese compound nouns.
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