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Abstract:

It is reported that immigrant’s heritage Janguage normally disappears by the third
generation. This paper reports the results of a study that investigated the
relationships between the Japanese language proficiency of speaking and writing,
as well as the following three social and psychological factors: 1) Japanese
language used at home and in the community, 2) experience and length of
studying at Japanese language schools, and 3) degree of ethnic identity among the
second generation Japanese American college students. The results show that
there are positive relationships between Japanese proficiency and each of the
listed factors, which are consistent with many of the previous studies. The results
also revealed that Japanese language schools not only teach Japanese as a heritage
language, but that they also nurture a sense of Japanese ethnic identity.
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