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Abstract:
This paper discusses an eflective way ofteaching Japanese conversation to

srrall groups of learners. Thc leamers in this study, all young Butmese living in
Tokyo, necd to learn, usually in a very l imited pcriod of t ime, how to find jobs
and to rnakc thcmsclves understood by their supervisors, coworkers, and
custorners in their daily work settings.

The author conducted basic Japanese classes on a volunteer basis, and
taught as many as l l5 Burmese leamers. Thc instruction consists of role plays in
twelve comrnunication settings such as iob interview, taking orders from
customers, and so on, which the leamers would possibly encounter. One unique
technique of this instruction is showing a videotape of an appropriate verbal and
non-r,erbal way of communication in each setting. This rnakes learners aware of
the cultural diffcrcnces between the Japanese and the Bumese societies as well as
thc diflerences in their verbal cxpressions.

This can bc said to be a good rnodel of eclectic teaching of Japanese.
Lcarner can ask questions, and are given cxplanation on grammar and cultural
difterences in thcir native language. Role plays are conducted in Japanese, and the
Japanese volunteers respondjust as ordinary Japanese do when the learners fail to
n.rake thernsclvcs understood.
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