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Abstract:

Various adult learners nowadays are taking Japanese language teacher
training. These learners are not the same as the “students” in the conventional
scnse because of their diverse background and working experiences. KCP
Cross-Cultural Training Program, which started from September 2002, has been
consisted of teachers, student tcachers, company employecs, foreign student
advisers, and undergraduate students as participants. In order to meet the needs of
this diverse population, cross-cultural training program (five times in 2002) in
workshop styles, which emphasized leaner-centered activities, interaction among
class participants, and group activitics, was offered.

This paper prescnts what cross-cultural training for Japanese adult
learners is, based on a questionnaire survey and interviews for our program
evaluation. Analyses of the questionnaire survey and interviews were done by an
educator and an administrator bccause we believe that this multi-perspective
approach helps better understand adult learners and their learning.

Our findings indicate that the workshop style that is often called Western
style teaching is also effective for Japanese adult learners under a certain
condition. Based on these findings and adult learning theories, Suzuki tentatively
developed “Learning Process Model for Adult Learners™ in this paper.
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