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Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to examine the self-correction ability of
learners of Japanese in which they notice mistakes and correct them in their
conversation and in written discourse. The term self-correction ability can be
defined as the ability of learners of Japanese to notice and correct their mistakes
by themsclves during conversation exchanges and while reading transcripts.
Then, the self-correction ability is to consider in what degree it operates, and in
which categories with respect to the two different data, and the different levels of
language ability.

In order to investigate the second language learners’ ability to
seif-correct themselves, the researcher recorded conversations between
himself and six native speakers of English who were studying Japanese at
the intermediate (IM), and the pre-advanced (PA) level. After the interviews,
the conversations were transcribed. Then, the participants’ mistakes and
sclf-corrections during the conversations cxchanges as well as when they were
reading the transcriptions.

The following results were obtained: (1) for the conversations, the
self-correction ability did not seem to operate well regardless of the level of
language ability, and the conversations were continued without mistakes being
noticed. Once noticed mistakes, however, the participants could correct them
appropriately. (2) in written discourse, the PA showed the higher percentage of
ability to operate the self-correction than the IM did. (3) in terms of the categories
that the self-correction ability operated correctly, particles showed the higher
percentage in written discourse for both levels.  On the contrary, there were some
categorics that even the PA, who presumably have higher level of Japanese
language ability than the IM, could not notice, nor correct appropriately in written
discourse.
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AR O R TTEERIEE O TOA I ERHLMNI T, L
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FHENR D SHEAME LD ENC DT OB o T D FEN R
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FNOLOF=F—HELHRES YD Z R TERIUE, AREIT L
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HOT®HA DM Fo, B F— 3 ERET 2 B H SRR E R H D D
T2Ah D FEEPES YRR DRTIE. HOOPM SRS AT A
S LOOEDLO T, PEHEOPR i 2 ARGURGE T E S TREME A H
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