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- \bstract :
I his study prcscnts a l ingulstic analysis of lrvo ncarl,v synonyrnous Japanese adverbs: se,tkalz and
waiawaaa. Sekkaku and wct?.dwai.a roughll '  share the semantics of "with eff ort"; and the simiiarity bcrween
thc t$o rvords sometimes causes dil l icult l for learners of.Tapanese in their uses.
.\ lonta (1980) observed thatv'a:awaad must involve inlentional action, \thereas sal'ftdfu is l iee from the
constrainl. IIc also points out (hat the |dse of wazawazd loward sell- actions can be sometimes ol-{ 'ensile
becausc ruar:atra:d conlains the sense of one's burden or trouble and using \razav'ai6 in exprcssing one's
o$'n act can be rude. As [ 'or sekkaku, \ ' lorita observed that it must involve both a situation action and its
result. f i-the sentcnce orlt '  involyes action. v,azattaza must bc used. _A.re these obscnations enough to
account lbr the difTerence bet*cen thc trvo expressions?
ln this stud], I wil l clarif l the charactcrizations of'sektatu and x,taattaiu by c:;xarnining in shich cascs onl"v
onc fi)rm or the other can bc used. I hope thc sharpcr characterizations ol-these words makc it easier lot
.lapancse learncrs in their acqursit iolj ol thcse erpressions.

This study'providcs a detai led scmantic anal)sis o1.a ncarlv s\,nonvmous adverb pair,

sekkaku and ru.r:a)r-a;(r.  The scmantic similari i j .bettccn these tw'o $ords ( ihe), b(rth

rouShlv mean'\\ i th ef lorl ' )  ol ien leads leamers ol 'Japancse to usc thc tuo forms

indiscriminatelf  in conterts u"hcrc only one form nr thc other is appropnate. 81

clanlying the setnantics o1- these \\'ords more shrrpl!, I hope to assisl learners (t Japanesc

rn acquir ing a truer understanding of their usage.

Introduction

Sekkaku and Wazowozd roushlv share thc semantics of '\\'ith cflbrt':

(l). a. SekkakulWazawaza kita-n-da
with.effort come.that. is.Pr

kara oisii mono o tatlcmas) oo.

because good thing acc. eat.we.wil l
(Since rve have taken the trouble to come out here, lct 's cat something good.)

b. Sekkaku./*Wazan'aza desu kara arigataku t) oodai itasimasu

receive.Pr.* ith.cffort is .Pr.  becausethankl i t l l l
( \ 'ou hale gone lo al l  th is t roublc,  so I  am going to accept i t  * i th gmti tude.)
(Jorden. l9tlt i)

Sekkakr/*Wazauaza hareta-n-da kara, nani-ka siloo ka'l

spccial l l  c le ar. [1. that . is .pr becar:se something do.ue.ui l l  a
(Since i t  is  such a nice da1, shal l  we do sonrething outsidl?)
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d. * Sekkaku/Waza*aza r}'u'ri o tukutlc kurcta.

rv i th.cf for t  cookinq acc.  makc.Cont.  g ivc mc.Pasl

(Sl 'hc took thc l routr lc of  making dinncr for  rnc. . )

c.  Sekkakur '* lVazawaza t ikaku nradc ki ta-no-da kara vt ' r intrs i la

ui th-cf for t  ncar as. lar .as comc.Pt that . is . l ) r .  hccausc stop by.Pt

(Bccausc I  cantc al l  thc way to Iour ncighborhood. I  droppcd by )

(Makino &' fsutsui  1986)

As shorvn in ( lb;.  sekkaku can bc uscd prc-copularly, but w,azut+'aza cannot. (1c) shorvs

thatv,azaw,aza must involvc intcntional act ion. as ohscrvcd by Morita (19tt0). Morita alstr

points out that sekkuku must involvc both a situation/action and i ts rcsult .  I f  thc scntcncc

only involvcs an act ion,  sekkaku cannot bc uscd though thc usc of  t t r t :at t r t : r t  is

appropriatc. This cxplains thc acccptabi l i ty of thc usc of )rdzah'a:d ancl unacccptabi l i ty of

thcusc of  sekkahr in( ld) .  Thcn.horvdolvcaccountforthcunacccptabi l i tyof  thcuscof

,t ,ezov:aza in ( lc) ' l  Why is wazawaza in (1a) acccptablc. but not in ( lc)? This study wil l

try to clucidatc thc charactcrizations of sekkaku an() h)azuwaza by cxamining in what

contcxts only onc f irrm or thc othcr can bc uscd.

Differences between Sekkaku and Wazawaza

As mcntioncd in thc abovc cxamplcs ( lb), sekkaku can bc uscd prc-copularly.

howcvcr. thc usc ol v,uzawaut is unacccptahlc.

( l) .  b. Sckkrku/*Wazawaza r lcsu kara arigataku tyoodai- i tasimlsu.
u' i th.effort is. l ' r .  bccausc thankful lv rcccivc Pr.

(You havc gonc to al l  this troublc. so I am going to acccpt i t  rvi th grat i tudc.)
(. lordcn, i988)

Obse rvc also thc t i l l lowing scntcnccs:

(f ) Sekkaku/*Wazawaza dc'su ga. kyoo wa kore dc siturcc-simasu.

kindty is.Pr.  but  today top. nos'  cxcusc.Pr

(- fhnnk you. but today, I  aIn going home.)

(3). Sekkaku/*Wazawaza no osasoi dcsu ga, kytxr wa korcdc .

wi th.c l for t  of  invi tat ion is. l r .  l rut  today top. no\\ '

( l 'hank vou for your invi ta l ion,  but today, I  am going homc.)

( ,1) .  Sek-keku/*\Yazawaza no got isoo-na-noni ,  onaka ga ippai-na-n-dcsu.

with.c l for t  of  t rcat .but  stomach norn.  fu l l . thal . ls .Pr.

( l t 's  such a lcast .  but  I  am vcrt  fu l l . )
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- l 'hcsc cxamplcs show rhat v'azawaza docs not f i t  wcl l  whcn uscd prc-copularly (2). or

prc-nominal ly (3 & 4). Howcvcr, onc might comc up with a fcw countcrcxamplcs such as

thc fol lowing.

(5).  W'azawaza no oidc o i tadaki .  ar i tatotrgozaintasi ta.
ui th.cf for l  of  c ' ,ntrng lcc.  rccr ivc thank.vou.past
(  l -hank I 'ou l i r r  takine thc t roublc of  coni inq hcrc.)

(6).  Wazawaza no go rai tcn,  makotr , -n i  dr ig. t lu(r .gozi l iml5u.
w' i th.c l for t  of  v is i t ing rcal l l ,  thank.you. l , r .
1 ' l  hank tou for takinc thc t roublc ofcominq l r )  our s lorc.)

Noticc that  bt l lh nouns in (-5) and (6) rc l i r  to thc hcarcr 's act iv i ty:  o ide.ant l  go-rai t ( , t r .

1'hc acccptabi l i ty t t f  thcsc scntcnccs shows t l tat wazuytuzd can bc uscd prc-n()minal ly

whcn i t  is  combincd with nouns dcnot ing act ion.

Lct  us ncxt  c()nsidcr thc cxamplc (  lc) .

( I ) c. Sckkakui'*Wazawaza harcta-n-da kara, nani,ka sir oo kal)
spccial lv c lcar. l ' t . that . is .Pr bccausc somcthing do.rvc.rv i l l  O

(Sincc i t  is  -sxch l  n icc day. shal l  wc dg somcthins outsidcl ' )

Ohscrvc also thc f ir l lowin{ scntcnccs:

(7).  Sckkakui  * I l -azauaz:r  s l inoo r1a aru-n-da kara,  tudukcru bcki  da.
spccial ly ta lcnt  nom. havc.that. is.Pr hccausc cont inue.pr.  must is.pr.

lSincc vou arc vcr l  ta lcntcd.  r ,ou should cont inue.)

(8).  Sekkaku /8lVazawaza sikcn ni  ukatra noni  daiqaku ni  ikanai  r i lsu.
$i th.cf l i r r r  tcsl  dat .  pass.Pt bur col lcgc lo go.Ncg.I , r .  I .hcar

( l  hcar that  hc is not going to col lcgc cvcn thoulh hc rvas ablc to pass thc cxam.)

(9). Sekkaku/*Wazawaza kataduitc iru-no-da kara, okyaku-san o yoboo.
spccial lv c lcrn.Cl t .  is . that . is .Pr.  bccausc vis i tor  acc.  invi tc. i ryc.rv i l l

(Sincc i t 's  t idy norv,  lc t 's  invi tc pcoplc ovcr.)

Thc unacccptabi l i t l ,  of  wa.aw-uza scntcnccs in thc abovc cxamplcs supports Mori ta

(198t)) 's obscrval ion: Wnzawaza cannot bc uscd with a non-vol i t ional si tuation. Morita

furthcr cxamincs this notion s),ntactical ly:

(10).  a,  [ [Sekkaku hictc i ru ju icc]  o atatamctcl  nomu nantc bakana hanasi  da.
Spccial lv cold.Cr.  is .Pr.  ju icc acc.  rvarm.C1. dr ink.pr_ horv s i l ly  story is.pr.
(Morira.  l9t i0)
( l t 's  s i l ly  thal  hc \ \ 'arms upjuicc that  is nicc and cold.)

a '  - lSekkaku Ihictc i ru ju icc]  o atatamctcl  nomu nantc bakana hanasi  da.
spccial l l '  coid [ ] t .  is .Pr.  ju icc acc.  warm.Ct.  dr ink.pr.  how si l lv  stor_v is.pr

( l t 's  s i l l r  that  hc takes thc t roublc to warm up cold ju icc.)
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Examplc (10) providcs thc structural dif fcrcnccs hctwccn ,sekkaku and wazav'uza. Morita

statcs lhat sekkaku shorvs conncctivi ty with non-vol i t ional hiete iru: whilc wuzuw'trzu

shows conncctivi ty rvi th vol i t ional atulontctc. Thcrcfnrc, waza\l ,uza must bc uscd with a

vol i t ional act. Othcr similar cxamolcs arc as t ir l lorvs.

( l  l ) f iSekkaku kuuraa ga ki i ta hcyal  no madol o akcra. j
specially A(l nom. rvork.Pt rorxt of rvindorv acc. opcn.Pl

( l  opcncd the windorv of  thc room that rs nicclv air-condi t ionco. l

* [Sekkaku 
[ [  kuuraa 

-ea 
ki i ta hcya] no madol o akcta. l

spccral l l  A( l  nom. uork. l ' t  room of window. acc.  opcn.I , l
( l  took thc l roublc to opcn thc uindorv of  thc rourn that is ai r  condi t ioncd.)

{Wazawaza f lkuuraa ga ki i ta hc1'a]  no madol o akcta. ]
s, i th.c l for t  A( '  nonl .  rvork.Pt roonr of  rv indorv acc opcn.[ ' t
( l  took thc t roublc to opcn lhc rv indo* of  thc room that is ai r ,condrt ioncd.)

' i [ [Wazau'aza kuuraa ga ki i ta hcya] no madol o akcla. l
wilh.cffort A(' nom. utrk.l't room ol u,indow acc. opcn.Pl

( l  opcncd thc window of thc room lhat is niccly air-condi t ioncd.)

(  l2)

IWazawaza Ihictc i ru ju icc]
* i th.cf for t  colJ.(  t .  is .Pr.  ju icc

o aiatamctc I  nomu
acc. u'arm.(lt- drink-l'r.

nantc bakana hanasi  da.
hou, s i l l )  story is.Pr

nanlc bakana hanasi  da.

hou si l lv  stor l  is .Pt

hr i tc i ru l .
rvcar.C' t .  is .Pr

hai tc i ru] .
rvcar-Ct.  is .Pr

hai tc i ru l .
wear.( . ' t .  is .Pr

hai tc i ru l .
ucar.Cl t .  is .Pr

(Mori ta,  1980)

( l t 's  s i l l ; ,  that  hc takcs thc t roubic t ( )  warm up cold ju icc.)

=[Wazawaza hictc i ru ju iccl  o atatamctc]  nonru
iv i th.ef for t  cold. f ' t .  is .Pr.  ju icc acc.  rvarm.( '1.  dr ink.Pr.

( l t 's  s i l ly  that  hc rvarms upjuicc thr t  is  n icc and cold.)

[ {Sekkaku katta bakar i  no jcans] o yogosi tc
spccial ly buy.Pt just  of  jeans acc.  stain.Conl

( l  staincd my nicc ncw pants and I  wcar thcm.)

- [Sekkaku [kat ta bakar i  nojcans] o yogosi tc
:pcci  a l  ly buy.Pt just  of  jeans acc.  stain.Cont.

( l  t (Dk thc t roublc of  staining my ncw pants and I  ucar thcrn.)

IWazawaza [katra bakari no jcans] o yogosite
rv i th.cf for t  buy.Pt just  of  jcans acc.  stain.Cont.

( l  took thc t rouble of  staining my new pants and I  wcar thcm.)

* 
[[Wazawaza katta bakari no jeans] o yogositc
rv i th.ef for t  bu\ ' .Pt  just  of  jcans acc.  stain_(bnt.

( l  staincd my nicc ncw pants and I  wcar thcm.)

I f  wc takc a closc look at ( l2a), i t  is clcar that sekkaku shows conncctivi ty with vol i t ional

kct t tuconrtaty t t lMor i ta 'sclaim. Thus,thcacccptahi l i ty inthcuscof sekkakuhasnothing
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to do with vol i t ion although i t  plays an imprtrtanl rolc in thc usc of wazowazu.

Norv. lct us movc on to thc dif f 'crcnccs in ( ld).

( l) d. 'Sekkaku/\\'azawaza r1'oori o tukuttc kurcta.
*i th.ctf irr t  cookinq acc. makc.Cont. givc.mc.Past

(S, hc took thc lroublc of nrahing dinncr for mc.)

Mori ta (19t30) points out thalvazawazdr can hc uscd in a scntcncc that involvcs only an

acr ion.  hut that  a \ekkaku scntcncc must havc bolh a s i tuat ion/act ion and i ts rcsul t .

Considcr thc fol lowing scntcnccs:

(13). Wrtasi no lamc-ni .sekkaku/wazau'aza kattc kitc kurcta.
I  of  for  wi th.cf tbr t  huy.Ct.  comc.[ ' t  q ivc.rnc.Pt
(S, 'hc took thc t roublc lo huv i t  for  mc.)

(  l1) .  +Sekkaku/Wazawaza toumau ar i  suru hi tuyoo wa nai  yo.
u i th.c l for t  dctour do.Pr.  neccssi tv t t rp.  havc.Ncg.Pr.  sp-

(Wc do nol  havc tn make a dctour.)

T'hcsc cxamplcs support  Mori ta 's assumption as discusscd abovc. Nttw, Ict  us obscrvc thc

fol lorv ing scntcnccs:

{15).  Korc,  sekkakuiwazau'aza karc no tamc-ni  kat tc k l ta no yo!
this $i th.c l lbr t  hc ol '  for  buy.Ct.  comc.Pt that  sp
( l  took the l roublc to bu.v th is for  h im!)

Thc acccptabi l i ty  of  (1-5) sccms to bc a countcrcxamplc of  N' lor i ta 's assumpti t tn.

Horvcvcr,  i f  wc considcr thc contcxt  in which th is scntcncc might be uscd, (1-5) impl ics thc

folkrwing scntcnccs as i ts rcsul t :

(  l  5)  a .  Dakara lukau bcki  !o nc.
s()  usc. l ' r .  must sp.  sp.

(So hc should usc i t .  r ight l )

a".  Nanoni  tukattc kurcnai  no yo.
bul  usc.( ' ' t .  g iVc.rnc.Ncg. l ' r .  that  sp.

(But hc docs not carc to rcad i t .  )

Thcrcforc,  (  l5)  can bc considcrcd to havc thc fo l lowing structurc.

(  I  5 1.  a" ' .  Korc sekkaku krrc no tamc-ni  kal te k i ta kara,  tsukau bcki  vt l .
this x'ith.cffort hc ol for buy.(--t conlc.Pt. lrccausc usc.Pr. must sp.
( l  look the t rouble to bul  th is,  so hc should usc i t . )

a " ' .  Korc sekkaku krre no tamc ni  kat tc k i ta noni ,  tukat(c kurcnai .
th is wi th.cf for t  hc of  for  huv.Ct come.Pt bul  usc.(- l -  r ivc.mc.Ng.
( l  took thc l ruuhlc to buy this.  but  hc docs not carc t ( )  usc i t . )

Thus, wc can assumc that (15) is st i l l  cornpat ih lc wi th Mori ta 's obscrvat ion.
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Norv considcr thc t i l l lor, l  ing scnLcnccs:

(16) S\atvoo ga 'sckkaku,/wazanaza i rassvi i l ta nodc. nr inna komatta.
prcsidcnt nonr.  rv i th.cf for t  comc-l ' t  bccausc cvcr lonc havc. l roublc. l ) l

(Thc companv prcsidcnt look thc t roublc to sho\\ 'up,  so cvcrvonc i t l t  t roulr lcd.)

(  l7) .  *Sekl iaku/Wazawaza scnscc ga nrsatta nodc, k loosvuku-si l r .
wi th.c l lor l lcachcr nonl .  do. l ) t  becrusc fccl .sorr l . l l rs l

( ' fhc tcachcr t txrk thc l roublc to do i l .  so I  fc l t  arvks'ard.)

In thcsc cxamplcs, sekkaku cannot bc uscd although thc scntcnccs contain an action and i ts

rcsults. I lolv do wc account for thcir unacccptabi l i t l '? Comparc thcsc scntcnccs with thc

fol lowing:

116)' .  Svatlrxr ga sekkaku irass)atta noi ic, ganbarimasilr .
Prcsidcnt non). * ' i th.ct l i rr t  crunc-Past bccausc u'ork.hard.Past
(Sincc thc compan) prcsidcnl  tor ik thc t roublc t r r  sht i rv up. \  c mat lc an cxtra cf for t  lo \  0rk hard.  )

(  l7) ' .  Sekl*rku scnscc ga rdsat la nodc. haikcn sinrasi ta.
rv i th.cf for l  lc i ichcr non. do.Pasl  bccausc kxlk do Pasl
(Sincc thc lcrchcr lot ik thc t roublc to r io i t .  lc  humbl l  i rxrkcd a1 i t . )

' I 'hc di l fcrcncc hctwccn (16. 17) and (10'  17')  sccms to bc thc contcxt  in which.rc l latrr  is

uscd. In thc lat tcr  s i tu i i t ions.  an cxtraordinart  occ, ts i ( )n ' \ , \  rJ l . \ ' ( . r r ,  g, i  i  i  a.s l t t r r r r  ( thc

compan! prcsidcnt s l i txvs up) ' .  or ' . rc ' l . \c .  ! :u, to. \ (u 'u ( thc tcachcr docs somcihing) 'occurs

and invitcs an cxpcctcd (csult 'gai lbot l  (put cxlra cffort).  or ' l tdik(n .rrrrr (hurrrhlv takc ir

iot tk) .  In thc fornrcr s i tuat i ( )ns (16. l7)"  howcvcr.  an extraor l l i r lar l ,  t iccasiou is not

rcwardcd hv thc cxpcctcd rcsul t .  rathcr.  is  urcctcd I r \ ,  an uncrpcctcd rcsul t .  In othcr

words. \ \ 'hcn a scqucntial c()njunction. such as "node. ot Anizr, ( thcrcf i)rc) ' '  is usc(1. thc

rcsul t  should contain an act ion.  lv i l l ,  hopc. or obl igat ion u 'h ich mccts thc cxpcctat ion

(15a" ' .  1(r '& l7 ' ) .  On thc olhcr hand. whcn a c()ntrary conjunct ion.  such as ' ' t toni ,  or

kcdo, (but)"  is  uscd, thc rcsul t  should bc a disappoint ing onc. not mcct i i lg thr  c\pcct ; t t i r )n.

(  1 5a" ") .

( l t t) .  An Observation on the use of sek-l iaku:

A .sckkuku scntcnce tuust ctrt tain an cxtrairrdinary action/situation that ()nc expccts

tt i  makc usc of, and i ts rcsult .  Whcn lol lowcd bv a scqucntial conjr-rnct ion. thc

cxpc!:tcd rcsult ntust bc prcscntcd. Whcn l ir l lorvcd hy a contrarv conjunction, thc

rcsult sirouid indicatc a lai lurr:  in rcgurds to thc cxpcctat ion_



Final ly,  lc t  us discuss thc acccptabi l i ty  of  the usc of  sekkaku and thc

unacccptahi l i ty of thc usc of wnzawaza in (7c).

( 1) c. Sekkaku/*lYazawaza tikaku madc kita-no-da kara 1'trrimasila
rvr th.cf for t  ncar as. far .as comc.Pt- that . is.Pr.  bccausc stop.hy. l ' t

(Bccausc I camc all thc way to 1'our neighborhood. I droppcd by.)
(Makino & Tsutsui  1986)

Mori ta (19tt0) points out that  thc usc of  v:azah, 'aza toward scl f -act ions can hc somct imcs

offcnsivc.  such as thcsc:

(19) a *Scnscc,u 'atasi  \ \d sazawala k i ta no dcsu.
tcachcr I  top.  rv i th.c l for t  comc.Pt that  is .Pr.

(- feachcr.  I  took thc t roublc to contc hcrc.)
(Mori ta l9 l iO)

b. "Otaku e wa waza\vaza ukagarvanakutc mo ii dcsloo?

),our.housc 10 top. u, i th.cf l i r r t  v is i l .Ncg.Cont.  a lso good is.probably
( l  do not havc to takc thc t roublc to v is i t  1 'ou,  r ight?)
(Mori ta l9t i0)

Mori ta cxplains that  thcsc scntcnccs arc unacccptablc bccausc wuzawazd contains thc

scnsc of  onc's burdcn or t roublc and using wazawoza in dcscr ib ing onc's t t rvn act ion

involv ing a pcrson dcscrving dcfcrcncc can bc rudc. Thus, wc can apply thc satne nt t t ion

incxplainingthcunacccptabi l i ty in(1c).  Thcuscofwazaw-uzain( lc) impl icsthcspcakcr

took thc t roublc to arr ivc at  thc ncighborhood ol  thc addrcsscc;  and thcrcf i ) rc,  s/hc str lppcd

by to v is i t  thc addrcsscc,  which can be construcd as bcing rudc unlcss thc spcakcr is

joking: thus i t  is  unacccptablc.  On thc othcr hand, sekkaku docs nt l t  havc such an

impl icat ion.  Sekkaku prorr idcs thc not ion of  an cxtraurdinary occasi t tn which onc cxpects

to makc usc of  .  Thc usc of  .sekkdka in (  1c )  mcans that thc speakcr docs not comc this way

oftcn and i t  is  a rarc chancc f i r r  h im./her to v is i t  tho addrcsscc:  thus,  s/hc did so.

Summary

This papcr cxamincd thc charactcr ist ics of  sekkakrt  an( l  wazawazd and I  havc

arr i r ,cd at  thc fo l lowing gcncral izat ions:

I t  is uscd to cxprcss an cxtraordinary uccasion that has just occr-rrrcd

and onc cxpccts to makc usc of. Thc scntcncc must contain a rcsult .

Whcn i t  is uscd with a scqucntial conjunction, thc rcsult  rnust comc

through as cxpcclcd. Whcn uscd with a contrary conjunctiun. thc

Sekkaku:



'V'tlazawaza:

rcsult rcgrctful ly dif f trcnt from cxpcctat ions.

It  implics that onc intcntional ly makcs an cffort,  thus i t  can not bc

uscd rv i th a non-vol i t ional  s i tuat ion.  I t  cannot bc uscd as pro-

copular ly.  or  pre -nominal ly cxccpt rv i th a noun dcnot ing act ion.

Sincc i t  rcfcrs to onc's own cfforts. i t  can hc offcnsivc and vicwcd

as an cxprcssion of  t tnc 's inconvcnicncc.

Conclusion

This papcr providcd an anaiysis of thc subtlc scmantic and pragmatic dif fcrcnces

bctwccn closcly rclatcd advcrhs. sekkaku and wazaw'aza. To advancc bcytlnd thc

bcginning lcvcl of Ja;rancsc. lcarncrs must mastcr thcsc subtlct ics. I  hopc this stud1, wi l l

bc hclpful for lcarncrs in acquir ing thcsc two expressions as wcl l  as for Japancsc tcachcrs

in cxplaining thc subtlct ics in thcir classrooms.

References

Morita (1980) Kiso Nilutt tgo 1ct 2 Kadokawa: Tokyo


