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Abstract:

Japanese predicates generally include modality markers (e.g., sentence-
final particles, relationally specific forms of the copula) which express
the speaker's standpoint much more frequently than English predicates.
Thus, researchers such as Matsumoto (1989) and Ide (1992) claim that
the Japanese way of communicating differs from that of English
speakers in that it is all but impossible to express propositional content
without modal modification. In other words, a Japanese utterance
necessarily indicates where the speaker stands in a particular context,
while an English speaker may distance him-/herself from a speech
context and make pronouncements of a more "objective” nature.

This paper defines the notion of "pragmatic modality" as those elements
which express the speaker's contextualized perspective, including forms
of address, both what is said and left unsaid, at what point in a
conversation particular statements occur, etc. It then argues that the
notions such as “territory of information," “discernment (wakimae)"
"face,” "dependence (amae)" and "inside vs. outside" play key roles in
forming the speaker's perspective. Finally, the applicability of the
aforementioned key concepts to explanations of interlingual politeness
phenomena (including inappropriateness) will reveal the significance of
analyzing Japanese politeness phenomena from the perspective of
"pragmatic modality."
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