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Abstract:

There are numerous and complex caracteristics in Japanese verbs,
especially when it comes to classify the intransitive and transitive verbs.
Recently, in the attempts to account for the correspondence of
intransitive verbs and transitive verbs, many studies have proposed new
cirteria for the verbal classification.

The purpose of this study is to try to classify Japanese verbs according
to the following three points: "whether or not a verb has its
correspondent transitive/intransitive partner”, whether such and such
verb expresses "volitionality", on one hand and "agentivity" on the other
hand, as those two points have been considered as crutial in recent
studies.

Our study wil show that Japanese verbs can be divided into five groups,
according to those three criteria. It was also found that one of the
groups aligned with a verb group classified in other researches.
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Agency : It is obvious that participants high in Agency can
effect a transfer of an action in a way that those low in Agency
cannot. Thus the normal interpretation of George startled me is
that of a perceptible event with perceptible consequences; but
that of The picture startled me could becompletely a matter of an
internal state. (Hopper and Thompson: 1980)
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