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Abstract:
There are numerous and complex caracteristics in Japanese verbs,
especially when it comes to classify the intransitive and transitive verbs.
Recently, in the attempts to account for the correspondence of
intransitive'u'erbs and transitive verbs, many studies have proposed new
cirteria for the verbal ciassification.
The pw'pose of this study is to try to classify Japanese verbs according
to the following three points: "whether or not a verb has its
correspondent transitive,/intransitive partner", u''hether such and such
verb expresses "volitionality", on one hand and "agentivity" on the other
hand, as those tu'o points have been considered as crutial in recent
studies.
Our study wil show that Japanese verbs can be divided into five groups,
according to those three criteria. It was also found that one of the
groups aligned with a verb group classified in other researches'
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Agr;d, t€.tAft,
A. tob tobase

(&Fhaa

tob-as
B. hiye hiye-sase(sas) hiy-as
C. todok todok-ase(as) todok-e
D ' toor toor-ase(as) toos
E. konare konare-sase(sas) konas
F. nor nor-ase(as) nose
G. ag-ar ag-ar-ase(as) a€i-e

IJ. kudak-ekudak-e-sase(sas) kudak

t-,O*:T, Agtef,aA!*r\79Tfi{tr:{rr6 C, D, F, Gaffi-
lLtrtfis. Aa{&Ehiaffi L. /F'#'t:& < iDj{ f \ a - L4:ffiffi L{t)'6.
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(12) a.AHI!f, l-^ 7 t ffi Lil:"
b. F7irffir,rl:"

(13) a.lsFllte'='y J XAI-; l:.
b.:r Y 7fis#Jttt:"

(l2b) (13b) li. t;CTfiAtlf: I E 6OH,-ETF.,afuGEt-k:
L t,r 5 64pUrT3 rr t,r" t i b IaJ Dffiffi'fhFrYs l:.lJ.vta. fi4finlR/l
6 bon\&mrc^D1;l>rD:(ur AX.aIaR-ZA. I E 6iszol9tlFt
dlEE. L{|..\6i\ t i irt t L\ i . ti\g/!;-do a{fr,Ehtt 6w][F
gtttt4 Llf,lr D i-Evttb4art\"
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(animate) I laolir. 6.5t.\lf, tffi4 (inanimate) I /rOi\Ll.')i
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.') txx5, *5. ffi<, H*4, ffi4 tffi6 trJ
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rr gr'f'F+'l+.a &fiLt L r I r a 4 I ffi #Sti' A rlT l. zrq .

Agency : It is obvious that participants high in Agency carr
effect a trarrsfer of arr action in a way that those low in Agency
cannot. Thus the normal interpretation of George startied me is
that of a perceptible event with perceptible consequences; but
that of The picture startled me could becompletely a matter of an
internal state. (Hopper arrd Thompson: 1980)

r (B) i'L6r &ZI'rrLirTS4t tllfint,t:t3t3 rfi'$fifr-fr]
aYJWl,'cd+.t 1,-cv\aa t.ffL. t4 7 3, 4 i3*il/\(lf *)iala
4T+Uffi L:C L\ 6.
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(r,r5 r L"e 6 a. 
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b *r)4, Wht6. H:. HLA. H+. *H*S
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&,tal6E-ALt:i\. €1'o4]tJ a rHfr,ltt tfu,fFt,ltt Lt,t i
oli, 2. -cFlJt: rE Br\?f)g)GtglEEal'-C L\6i)Iiitl
t b ffi {ft f 6,fi nr D D . g)idF- a/i'tr a a L6 ffilr4* T 6 6 L i\ r, t

i-6arlJ.tsL\ri4 i r\.

4. Aft{fi9l;-dL*ifi&9!;4

Ehi1a]AffiL *iL\T rftr$f 6 EFI;4nrF&f 6itLlet.,tirl Ll,r
a+RRra{fi9)ii1a8B\fir66" +i+ (1e8e) a tf.ft{6$;-'1 'ffiit
\fr,9.t--aat ir?nTb a.

+i+ti. {&9r=,-,ln\ftIs-r a agri1fire-It 6 i\ c i ii (iI 5 ) L t,r

i,fiT 22affiffi]'/itJ6naztAffififfL. ltr$f 6 E9rednr66
lbgt=6?ra i aft fugridt . lfrilf 6 E g;4iste v\lfr,gra?ra r*i{i&gr
;dr LlStuTl,\6"

(14) ax{fr*h=,aamJ

(15) *lt(&greAahl
ffiil. tt:<. *i<. 7SL{r, ffif' +Ka. 5D6 +

ffi#a;Et,r tffiHl:i8^t a t . ffi# Q)Ta+rJX-e lt(I6)) ltf9t8it
rJ t. & D ft*rtrt*Ffi ' Yt$ ' $ffi ' fifi,re EaA(f'AAffiT 6 0) l.lf
u. &a Q)T ahJy-elr(l7)) lllx?ttirhut"

(16) a. ?t'yitgtiot:. Za='vTTtKt*.A'li.
(r7) a. +affi'/.ta. za+E+Ettttlc Ll:"

ffiawn E*fr. ( | (dtrFb : te ed)E=l;4 a$fia-q: a. t) l: I't:rE
6'. ffi ffi /e,F',tFgt lF t *.b T a Lrtt l' -c . &a a n'tF#q,wry;{ le tr
'69hlFL#b'f .

(16) b. ?oltri\ltE h'e(Fc t:#tfrtr bE Ll:"
(17) b. IEJ D+€f'IEbffitr.

ffiatiff"rR . )ftffiaabTEljiEn\ffI[ LS-d.t,\0)t.if Lr. I{#tt
'f-iffi Lt: < t,r.

(16) c. ffizl#Alf 6 [{613ffi L/:.
(17) c. ?FA fi tr,$ tr 13/:l: lzrl:"

a gr;1rt\ * < . ffi f-i{ug ;d l: }rf9 E n\ [j o i6 ffi o ffi ffi lc iI El T a WJel

t\4t,:. til,sl: (iI6 ) "
E 6 t: E 9r;d tt, L\ { 6, +i+( 1 987) ir iftr$ T a {fi9.JiillJ\GtrT

6 i\ L /A r,\ i\t TAffi L { li \ 6 . itrst A MgJAq a b A +h t | 6 ft A

Fi;-;lt reurboa rffiff E g!;dt Ln9,5lI, tt:f6.
(18) €itE tuiaa{nJ

19



20
&na, ,fFzI'6, irzJr6. ttJnna. 4* a. tsa, i**a +

(1e) ftif E 9redahl
1-<. b<. +i. iu<. F,ta s

m#O+HE,fi€EqHl:d^\6 t. f 19!3i'LJtc&: :.I-rE*ii L j
a)FIE+haX.4Y,e. Hffirylra€E L tlftffi{fi r.. Za}F\HM&+.i9r:
L{fiIidfA9!;-,1'eD 6 t tL\i . tT6a. h$. rlgEi\[]l t:
,L)-Clt+)+ltEB(1ez2) (iT z ) ailffiX.AfitJffit -C rE{&tf,So

E 9];d, legriili. ff ,r 6 6 t\ c i i: t t,r j :. LttJE {fi,a h ffiaT 4
Ht:li€Ftrffi,,f,Tb A LEbnA" {t{^tf. 3 . -r&o t:gtiafiy L
L)i Ol*t^\-C*tabAEgr.,A . {frgr=dq-e bD. T^r-COg;jil?ft4-
t L T L\ 6 ;R'e ll/J l,r. *f *4. ,t'C AgJ-,,1A/t|ffiV AF$ t: L OlE,fir\
iErSE1.r6 Oir& l,\ L.B,irna"

5. tHf;,ftt L rfutfftlkt

e:C. I.LTrEltt#llt: tH#,ltt rgtFtlkt t.rL){bi_'
E;*fift*d-6 . L t.f a" *f. frlFtlkrl_=v\'ct*-tr a " grlFi.++
l:&6tBATlt. F 4 A a, b t c a 22t.1'.1h\nA. Lt:/e6i\.
+f6rr9r{€4tr#9lEElt6i\ C 5 i:t:&: -c F,f:146.

(20) ;KH[nrH&"e 10ffi*Tti\: l:.
(21) i*Enr +i#tB aFlE iE: l:.
Q2) FX&lt. IA D a Fft AiF* : -c ffi#,I:f?-: t:.

(20) Tlf,/tH[r\. ttir6] tr,) agllFatr&d;i{f t:h:TUr6
& 5 t:, (2r) (22) bzn€i-Lrrgtl1otr^&al{6Lte2f L\a"

t4J ais. *{fir9.tf'?dlEE: l,a A*#;_ttD'&60tclf L,
t'f7b ltti l*/r D f$tet,r.

(23) tFtllt;{&t:Ptr: t:"
Qq WFlt*€t: 68/fr2 L.

(23) lf tBll A q m* h lt L t: T 6 4 a fi\. r{ffi t: 6ffi n\Eii\ ttBrt d)

F*n\F€{ft L-Ct,ra & i }.,8,bn6" e4) IJWF. \H B %ht,-CB)
zJr:l:Lr,t53 9. tWIlBht:t Ll,\i& 51l**a=t7 )7t
ft-;-.

neh. Q0) - (2D agJidbt{frr9!{.Fagl*EzUiaF*l:
te?'REv\t*enr6 6 

"

(25) +&o.ftb D r+tartrffi ff' t: Iir: t:.
Q6) &Bai#Fi\x.{ L+iaLEaFTtiE: /:"
(27) S$TnrX4 t nA,-e I t o -C ffi1*.1:Wtrr1rfk-t t:.

Q5) - Q7) ov\tl"nbEf*sr.ffagleE.Trrt:/e:{r,16& i
l:l*F.)rht,\"
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Q0 - QD L Q5) - Q7) afntaffi{XltBeieHfi't4o€

ffi (€trs 1ee7aWa. H*,ltotfr'J€E,lt) i.6ffi{*f 6.
tH, '14: lri&9r;dlit* L tu Citl$:. €f(lee7)rrE 9!;AoAffi

T ffi |, \ l: tr i* lE f* t: aI FE A H 4f 6 l* fi*nt {'1 lu r 3 t: D ( ( 28)
(29) ) (30) akit.Hfiffiaffil:l*t,r. Lt^FPT6ETJ;dn\ff

IurEtrt'r"

(28) A^\6i16
(29) A^\A r. Li\TEA
(30) * Ef l,.a^ir:.

. tl t: lf L. fr gri,f, a fi IJ t H,*{t I A tr+t B A L |s l: /e r, \ rtA rr
b a. ftIt E ag)rc+++. erlF+.{+a#HFIHE'14) tfit|- l''c v\ a 

"

(s1) i#En\iE: l:"
(32) 

'=#EnriE: I:.(33) /E Z.ri'tun\*'J iLl:.

(31) (32) t&r2agreflrtr#2r*e t.f+f.fsv\L*eaffifirtrE>ar*
7. (33) [t tH,fi,ltt dl4f:ttt>)*z.-ebA"

t 4 J b agri;1liHf;'En\*ftn\E#-f 6 6 ir' Hf;o*H A#H
f 6& ittXEGo-C7)a. Ll.&:(H#'ltAffiDB6 L Ll:TE

{ti^tf. Htr.atb3-*# | (&) i r affrr 1'-c4-a t .

(34) ilffi l.*rt\ 4 a LE: f -'tffftffi9A Lt:"
(35) tlL D rau1)fi\ 4 i t t,-C#tJH Ll:ta.

Cts 6 b r- L& t Lt,-C. -l,l:) t t,\i & i /rH4At,)OXl.lJ
A

*/:Hfi [:jEt). #gAtibS- tl:l,il AIthnl''C b-A.

(36) +tr.2. bAafrffitr:qir D l:lzr.
(37) + (t*B)WI:HrfJ{b 6':-cr)il D l:r,r"

+{tnr€' 4 o rE 6 L *. l, \ { }f, ff fi 'lt & R"fr-f . L lX T E A L' \ t L l*
/r ur. 71 1" Xt l, . t 4 7 c ogr;q]'r'd o & a rc U-C b H,*'E a ffi D
ry6aLttrTEl*t,r. r.66blEffil: r (&) 5l t tf:t,tl :&'f{l[
t--C 7)A 

"

(38) * ffi I i LE,: { F7A+FU-C7st:.
(39) x 6lrl:t[]t{F4 a Ll'<. F,tffirfiF,ta L* Ll:ta.

(40) * lt7isffi3I:1,r.
(4i) ??.P< ffiffiten\*X* D l:r,r.

(,11) t.tlft3. t tfi-ib/FXl:/J6.
E Flr ;-"1 i. t f: u \ t rrff L \ f: 8 A tct. Z D < gr lF +71\6 4 i\ 4r /)\ T tF

{'EniEEEn6L,E,iri.L6. &:(. (41) l*. ffiffifA' bL<



?2 llffilfftea#L(L\ a La+riakt;. )FXtstth ars.v\a-c6; 4 5
LEbt16"
&:{.aZLi\6, t 4 7 a llHfi{tOttrirjEl'HET. bi\tH

E#. UL{cis*H4dJHET66r.&irur7_a QL8) " t3a,f
fiBD -c6a"

6. *L&t

6. t. fuailaEleD-$:gtlF+'l+ . Hf;'ftl:&aAfl
lfrsf 6 Egr="d .i&9r;dr\E.*&oN. grida b?g,f€_*,lt .Hfi,lf

l: *JL ) f. ftSR. E 4:.'* a thn1liD-{T o & 2 ]']?i^ffiT A : L irT E 6.

aai)v*7 : (EFlr;dffljnr 6n-() tftr.'. a{&9]a4ns/r <. l&tu|r,
E ta t: ttffilkoyzffi#til,g tT a b o " (#gtf E ga4)
4<. t'i({

@altV*7 : ({&91,=dtF|Jn'6n-C) I'tr$*d-6 Eg;dtttb6r\. Hf;
I+. . 9rlF=t+fi\ F> a 8e LEv tt46 6122 F; a b a.

gJ<-frrt\T. ,fia-fX'T. tira LvJa

@ai)v*7 : (i&Fi"=fliHlJn'BF.{) ifrsf 6 Egt;iawE>af\. gr.f€

*,lS lltx t'. \ ir, Hfi ,14 l. $i L \ { tj E # tJ rr 6 b t tfi ,r b D zA b o 
"qi\6 -*.va. wfi\5-au5. H:-H{A

@o ry )v*7 : ({&F:l;-"1fi{nr B -H.{) t+r$-d.a E gi=d IJF>6 fr. fff;
++.. gtff+:l+irat,)bO.

ffi< -ffita. trfL6-trf. glna-gla

@a i tV*7 : ({&9l=adffUnr 6 H-C) lfrfi'9.A Ef:)i4nth (, tr9)4f,
E t6 13 lilFl*9Vffi#& !L'F- LT 4 b a " G,&it{fr9rid)

ffiil. A^16

zntna, )v*7L2v\-c*/taffiF_tr a "

@a , )v- 7t*. +{6 t ghF+.'l+.. H*,lt E b: b artr4 v: (it
e) un@h. 'IHEa&bT&# (B) i'i6: rr.LirTS
a) . z L(Hfia#-btw# r (&) 5t bffmElHg'e ba. *.tr
nrftATb aBe, H,$'lttf : {1,, r6 I t lttru)it. @o , )V*J
L ltg tr D 12 agriartrgf; ,E a ffi = t 3 L fs t: t* r, I t 3 affifi n\ F> D

i6tt,riI&liAL).
@a, )V*71J.+.''grir--tir€'4r\ft€i\ t: & : (Hf;,lto€'ffirr
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