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Abstract:

The diversity of Learners' Intelligences and the Acquisition of Japanese as a Foreign Language

In the acquisition of Japanese as a foreign language, learners show individual differences. No matter what
national/cultural background they have, or what first/second languages they speak, they show different strengths and
needs in learning. This research focuses on Howard Gardner's theory of multiple intelligences which examines the
individual differences of students in terms of strengths and abilities. The research explores the use of the theory in
three classes of Japanese as a foreign language. The purpose of the research is to seek a better approach to the
difficulties that students encounter. Data for this research was collected through questionnaires, observations, and
interviews in Japanesc introductory classcs at the University of New Brunswick. In the process of collecting data, the
students participated by learning their strengths and needs, and finding strategies to meet their needs. The teacher
sought differcncet approaches and activities for the students to use their strengths. Explorations and findings of the
data show different aspects of validity of the methodology. The research shows the importance of students learning
their preferred approaches and activities utilizing these approaches to reinforce their needs.
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BRL
Questionnaire for Japanese Foreign Language Students

Name of students:

Directions: Put an "X" in the blank if the statement is true for you, Space has
been provided at the end of cach intelligence for you to write
additional information not specifically referred to in the items.

Linguistic Intelligence
I like to talk to my friends on the telephone.
I'spend a lot of time on reading in my spare time.
I am a good writer.
I like to tell jokes and stories.
I can remember people's names casily.
I enjoy word games such as word search and scrabble.
Tongue twisters are fun to say to me.
I enjoy reading poetry in my spare time.
Learning vocabulary is easy for me.

Other Linguistic Strengths:

Logical-Mathematical Inteiligence
I enjoy playing games or solving brainteasers that require logical thinking.
I am good at using computers.
Lam always curious to know how things work and I like to figure it out.
I like or liked my math and/or science classes.
I like to analyze phenomena and/or data.
I sometimes think in clear, abstract, wordless, imageless concepts.
I often do arithmetic in my head.
I like to put things in categories.
[ am interested in new development in science.
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Other Logical - Mathematical Strengths:

Spatial Intelligence

I can generally find my way around unfamiliar territory.
1 often see clear visual images when I close my eyes.
I'am good at drawing.
Geometry is easier for me than algebra.
Ienjoy doing jigsaw puzzles, mazes, and other visual puzzles.
1 loved to build things with LEGO building blocks.
[ prefer looking at reading materials that are heavily illustrated.
L often draw small pictures on my notes during class.
I enjoy art activities.

Other Special Strengths:

Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence
It is hard for me to sit quictly for a long time.
I'am good at sports.
I enjoy outdoor activitics.
Itis easy for me to follow exactly what other people do.
L am good at woodworking, building, or mechanics.
I enjoy working on handcrafts.
I need to touch things in order to learn more about them.
I'engage in at least one sport or physical activity on a regular basis.
[ frequently use hand gestures or other forms of body language when
conversing with someonc.
Other Bodily-Kinesthetic Strengths:

Musical Intelligence
I'can hum the tunes to many songs.
[ am a good singer.
I'play a musical instrument or sing in a choir.
I'can teli when music sounds off-key.
T often tap rhythmically on the table or desk.
I do not like loud noises.
Iunconsciously hum to myself.
tofien sing songs.
I frequently listen Lo music.
Other Musical Strengths:

Interpersonal Intelligence

I prefer group sports to solo sports.
I enjoy talking to my friends.
I consider myself a lcader.
When I have a problem, I am more likely to speak out someone for help than
attempt to work it out on my own.
[am a member of a committee.
[ like to participate in events or activities in the community.
My friend often talk to me about their problems.
T often call my friends and invite them to do things with me.
It is easy for me to make new friends at a party.

Other Interpersonal Strengths.

Intrapersonal Intelligences
I'do not mind going to the movics alone.
I'keep a personal diary or journal.
I'can tell the things 1 am good at.
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I can tell the things [ am not good at.

I regularly spend time alone reflecting and thinking.

1 prefer to work alone rather than in a group.

I often review what I said and/or did.

I somctimes find myself uneasy to be with ncw people.
I consider myself to be independent minded.

Other Intrapersonal Strengths
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