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Abstract:
'I 'hc divcrsitv of Learners lntell igenccs and the Acquisirion of Japancse as a Foreign l-anguage
ln thc acquis i t ion oI  Jrpanese as a forc ign language, learners show indiv idual  d i f lerences. No natter what
national/cultural background they havc, or what first/second languages the1, speak, they show ditl 'erent strcngths and
needs in learning. This rcsearch lbcuses on Howard Gardncr's thcory of multiple intcll igences which examines the
individual dil l 'erences ol studcnts in terms of strcngths and abil it ies. Thc research explores thc use of the thcory in
thrce classes of Japanese as a foreign language. The purpose of the rcsearch is to seck a better approach to the
dilTicultics that students encountcr. Data lbr this research was collected through questionnaires, ohservations, and
interyiews in Japanesc introductory classcs at the University of Ncw Brunswick. In the process of collecting data, thc
studcnts participated by learning their strengths and needs. and finding strategies to mcet their needs. The teacher
sought diffcrcncet approaches and activit ies for thc students to use their strengths. Explorations and llndings of thc
data show difTcrent aspects of validity of thc nrethodology. The research shows the importance of students learning
lhcir prcfcrrcd approaches and activit ies uti l izing thcsc approaches to rcinforce their needs.
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Questionnaire for Japanese Foreign Language Students

Nanrc 0f students:
Directions: Put an "X" in the blank if the statement is truc tbr you. Spacc has

been provided at the end of cach intell igcncc 1br you to u ritc
additional inlbrmation not specifically refened to in the items.

I-inguistic Intell igencc
I l ikc to talk to my li iends on the tclcphonc.
I spend a lot of t ime on rcading in my spare tinre.
I am a good u'riter.
I l ikc to tcll. jokcs and storics.
I can rcmcnrbcr pcople's narnes easily.
I enjoy u,ord games such as word scarch and scrabble.
Tongue twisters are fun to say to me.
Icn1,r1 reaJrng poetr)  in Iny.prre t i r tc.
Lcarning vocabulary is easy firr me.

Other Linguistic Strengths:

Logical-Mathematical Intell igcncc
I cnloy playing ganes or solving brainteasers that require logical thinking.
I am good at using conputers.
I am always curious to know how things work and I l ike to flgurc it out.
I l ike or l iked my math and/or science classes.
I l ikc to analyze phenomena and/or data.
I sometimes think in clcar, abstract, wordlcss, imagclcss concepts.
I otten do arithmclic in my herd.
I  l i le t , '  put  lh ings in ertcg, ' r  rc.
I arn intcrcstcd in ncu deleloprrcnl in scicnce.
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Other l.ogical - Mathematical Strengths:

Spatial Intell igencc
I can generally l ind my way around unfamiliar tcrritor),.
I olien sce clcar visual images when I close my eycs.
I am good at drawing.
Gcometry is easicr for me than algebra.
I enjoy doing j igsaw puzzles, mazcs, and othcr visual puzzlcs.
I loved ro build rhings with LECO building blocks.
I prefer looking at reading matcrials that are heavily i l lustrated.
I olien draw small pictures on my notes during class.
I enjoy art activit ies.

Other Special Strengths:

Bodily-Kinesthctic Intell igcnce
It is hard for me to sit quictly lbr a long time.
I anr good at sports.
I enjoy outdoor activit ics.
It is easy fbr me to fbllow exactly what other people do.
I an good at woodworking. building, or mcchanics.
I enjoy working on handcrafts.
I need to touch things in order to learn morc about them.
I engage in at least onc sport or physical activit), on a regular basis.
I l iequently use hand gcstures rlr othcr lbrms of body language when
conversing with someonc_

Othcr Bodily Kincsthetic Strengrhs:

Musical  lntc l l igence
I can hum the tuncs t0 many songs.
I am a good sin_ecr.
I play a musical instrument or sing in a choir.
I can tcli when music sounds off-key.
I olien tap rhythmically on rhe tablc or desk.
I do not l ikc loud noises.
I unconsciously hum to mysclf.
I oltcn sing songs.
I f iequcntly l isten to music.

Other Musical Strengths:

Intcrpersonal Intcll igence
I prefer group sports to solo sports.
I cnjoy talking to nry fi icnds.
I consider nyself a lcader.
When I havc a problcm. I am more l ikely to speak out soneonc lirr help than
attempt to work it out on m)' own.

I am a mcntbcr of a committee.
I l ikc to participate in evcnts or activit ies in the cornmunity.
My fricnd often talk to mc about their problems.
I often call my ti icnds and invite them to do things with me.
It is easy for me to makc new fricnds at a party.

Othcr lnterpcrsonal Strcngths.

Intrapersonal Intell igcnces
I do not mind going t0 the movics alonc.
I keep a pcrsonal diarv or.journal.
I can tcll thc things I rrr good al.
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I can tell the things I am not good rt.
I regululy spend time alone rcfir:cting and thinking.
I prefer to work alone rather thrn rn a group.
I often rcvie*'what I said andlor did.
I somctimcs tind myself uneasy to be with ncw pcople
I consider myself to be independcnt minded.

0ther Intapersonal Strengths
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