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Abstract:
The uchi and soto concept in keigo learning

The present paper attempts to reexamine the teaching of keigo in order to make it more approachable for learners.
The author examines the issue from three aspects of difficulties that learners may experience: 1) psychological
aspect, 2) cognitive aspect, and 3) misunderstanding due to differences in the cultural backgrounds. First, the paper
argues that seeking a common ground found in the keigo system and the learners’ culture may mitigate the
psychological barrier that learners may have toward keigo learning. Second, it proposes gradual introduction of the
keigo system. Moreover, based on the examination of keigo research, it proposes the use of the uchi/soto concept as
a key in keigo learning. It is cognitively less demanding to learn something new when the overarching concept is
already familiar to the learner. Since the uchi/soto concept is found often in the course of the study of Japanese and
therefore is familiar to the learner, utilization of that concept in keigo teaching would make it casier for the learner to
understand the keigo system. Thirdly, the paper louches upon a possibie danger in emphasizing power and
hierarchical relationships. Though these terms may be universal (Brown & Gilman, 1960), the understanding of these
terms are different from one culture to another. For this reason as well, the use of the uchi/soto concept as a key
concept may help keigo learning.
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