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Abstract:

The Effect of Feedback on ‘Joshi® Errors in Composition

This study examines the effect of instructor feedback on ‘joshi’ errors by learners of the Japanese language. Subjects
were divided into two groups on the basis of the length of time spent learning the language. Both groups were first
asked to wrile their original compositions about summer vacation, then revise their compositions all by themselves,
and finally correct the errors underlined by the instructor. The results indicated that the instructor feedback
substantially improved the subjects’ corrections of ‘Joshi’ errors in both groups, regardless of the study length. An
error analysis was conducted for the two groups based on their rates of corrections, and the results were interpreted
following Slobin’s (1973) langauge learning principles.
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