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Abstract:

This paper concerns articulation from high school to college in the area of
Japanese language instruction from the learners’ perspectives. A survey was
conducted among 96 high school students currently taking Japanese and 84 college
students who have taken Japanese in high school and are continuing their Japanese
studies. The results of the survey indicated that the one-third of the college students
felt that the transition from high school to college was not smooth and the
curriculum and instruction offered at high school are not necessarily preparing high
school students to shift smoothly to the college level of instruction. However, high
school students claimed to enjoy Japanese classes, which tend to focus more on
cultural knowledge and hands-on experiences and their positive experiences are
psychologically motivating these students to continue their studies. Based on the
survey findings, the following recommendations are made: 1) College instructors
need to do a more precise assessment of pre-college learning; 2) High school
teachers and college teachers need to foster a better understanding of curriculum
and instruction at both levels, which will create a more student-centered learning
environment.
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