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Abstract:

To illustrate the acquisition of honorifics among native and non-native
language learners, this study investigated the error correction competence of
honorific verbs produced by Chinese and Korean second language learners and
Japanese native speakers. On the whole, the learners showed a distinct increase in
error correction competence according to their Japanese proficiency. However, no
significant differences in error correction competence of kenjogo verbs could be
found among the learners in the lower and upper proficiency groups. The test
revealed positive language transfer particularly among the Korean learners of the
upper proficiency group where they utilized their Korean language knowledge in
their grammatical judgment of Japanese honorific forms.
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