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Abstract:

Every summer many children who acquire Japanese as a heritage language
in the U.S. visit Japan to develop their Japanese language skills. Despite the
common belief that visiting Japan contributes in increasing language proficiency,
there has been little study into the effect of summer immersion experiences on a
child’s language development. The present study examines its effects in three
components of language ability: basic linguistic domain, interactive domain, and
cognitive domain. The data were collected from two boys at three intervals:
immediately before their departure for Japan, immediately after and two months
after their return to the U.S. The results show that the effects of their stay in Japan
on their language development vary individually. One child gained more from his
stay in Japan than the other, especially in terms of communicative competence.
However with respect to the cognitive domain, which was measured by
examining the children’s narrative constructions remained under-developed
throughout the data collection period for both children. The study suggests the
importance of a systematic educational assistance in developing language skills in
a cognitive domain, which did not significantly benefit from a summer immersion
experience in Japan.
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