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The Role of Written Examinations in Foreign Language Learning

Makiko Asano
San Francisco State University

Abstract:

In this paper I argue that written examinations have a positive influence on
learning foreign languages. While language is a means of communication,
language learners are often encouraged not to communicate using language per se,
but rather to perform problem-solving tasks through written drills and exercises.
When the purpose is to enhance communication, are written examinations
necessary in teaching a language? Do they have a positive influence in learning a
language? In order to investigate the usefulness of written examinations, an
experiment was conducted involving 41 university students in beginners’
Japanese language classes. The subjects were divided into two groups: the
experiment group was given three written quizzes after the hiragana stroke order
was introduced. The control group was not given such quizzes. These two groups
were examined for three months, their rate of retention of hiragana stroke order
statistically monitored and analysed. The data revealed that the experiment group
retained the hiragana stroke order better than the control group.
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Native language: Name:

Have you ever studied how to write Hiragana?: Circle one Yes No

Please don’t panic! This is not a quiz or exam. We would just like to know how
you would intuitively write Japanese characters without being taught stroke order.

Example
Completed 1* stroke 2" stroke
— — -

[Instruction] Please use a pen in any other color than black, if possible. Complete
characters are shown in the leftmost column and, depending on the number of strokes, a
certain number of characters in shaded lines are given in right columns. Trace the line of
the indicated stroke in each box, showing how you’d write the given character. Don’t
think. Follow your instinct.

Completed 1 stroke 2" stroke 3" stroke
Completed 1* stroke 2" stroke 3 stroke 4™ stroke 5™ stroke
yaN paN pa) pa) pal ya)
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