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Abstract:

This article reports on an ongoing study on the linguistic profiling of advanced
English-speaking learners of Japanese. The objective is to identify the relationship
between types of language-learning experience (naturalistic, classroom, or
heritage) and variation in the linguistic profiles of these learners. The study focuses
on the learners’ knowledge on discourse organization by examining the use of
clause-/sentence-final markers. The narrative data collected in Kanno et al. (in
press) are used in this study.

The analysis shows that (i) The learners’ narratives contained enough
foregrounding information, but lacked sufficient backgrounding information, (ii) In
the native speakers’ narratives, a sentence-final expression such as -kedo was used
as a discourse marker for backgrounding information, whereas no such patterns
were found in the learners’ narratives, and (iii) Different learner groups showed
variable usage of sentence-final expressions in kinds. The classroom-instructed
group exhibited the highest variation in expressions used, suggesting a positive
instructional effect.
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