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Miriam Irons, Lindsay Thurber Comprehensive High School, Alberta

I had the opportunity to go to the annual CAJLE
conference this summer in Toronto. As a non-native
speaker and teacher of Japanese at the high school level,
| really appreciated how the organizers made the effort to
make it more comprehensible to me by having the
keynote speakers speak in Japanese with English
subtitles or in English with Japanese subtitles. Thank
you!

The number and variety of sessions was indeed
numerous. | gleaned some new ideas and heard about
some exciting projects and research that other Japanese
educators are doing. For example, teaching learners how
words are converted from English to Katakana. | realized

that | needed to research and teach how to convert words

into Katakana from English as opposed to just teaching
the katakana word itself. The researcher from Mongolia
provided me with kanji teaching ideas and concrete
examples. Meeting other Japanese teachers and
networking with them also filled me with excitement and
new friendships. | was most motivated to improve my
own Japanese level too.

I must confess that I made a mistake by assuming
for many years, that this conference did not relate to me
because | was a high school teacher! In fact, there was
so much interesting research presented that I will
probably spend the next year slowly processing all that |
had listened to and heard. If I can, | will, from now on,

go to all future CAJLE conferences.

The Mighty Forest of Language

I am grateful to CAJLE and St. George’s School for
supporting my participation in the CAJLE Conference
2013 in Toronto. As the Jet Coaster of the new academic
year rolls me along, rumbling up and roaring down and
around, it is important to pause and reflect upon how my
practice and my students are benefitting from the
Conference. | have returned to Vancouver more aware
than ever before of the value of authentic, task-based
instruction and assessment in support of student (and also
teacher!) learning.

I had not previously thought of inviting my students
to help design their own learning tasks; and now they

have introduced me to the V\ocaloid singing voice

Martha Bassett, St. George’s School, Vancouver, BC

synthesizer.

The reality of our Global Village is such an
over-abundance of resources that | sometimes forget to
use visuals and BOTH the target and shared languages.
The experience of the ‘Companion Languages’
presentations by Keynote Speaker Professor Osamu
Kamada, and Workshop Facilitator Professor Kimi
Kondo-Brown, has given me a new idea for more
meaningful learning tasks.

My Beginner students are often frustrated by their
limited ability to address complex, ‘interesting’ content.
A possibility 1 will try this year is for students to give

similar ‘Companion Languages Presentations’. The
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PowerPaint or poster visual content of their choice will
be in the shared language (English); and their learning
task will be presented or in their own simple Japanese;
OR vice-versa.

The rewards of the real-time, face-to-face
encounters at the Conference lunches and the Hart House
reception have reminded me that the hard work behind
creating community experiences for learners is never
wasted. Every encounter expands our horizons.

Much to my surprise, it was a ‘grammar’ workshop
that has exploded my own horizon on language teaching
and learning. | have always encouraged my students to

aspire beyond the Instrumental tool (ex: ‘Me taxi hotel’)
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to a culturally competent Integrative level of
participation (ex: “Your money or your life’). However
Barbara Carter-sensei’s workshop, Person Reference
Terms Used by Gay Men in Japan: Japanese Beyond the
textbook, has opened my eyes to the Identitive Power of
language. The choice of a pronoun (4, %, £, H7-L
... ) can be a vehicle to beyond the Instrumental what,
when, where, how many; to beyond the Integrative why
and how; to a powerful Identitive declaration of WHO |
AM.

Somehow lost in the shrubbery of counters and
particles, | had lost sight of the mighty forest that is the
power of languages. With many thanks, MB.

~AY— T4 1 (Burnaby Japanese Language School, BC)
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CAJLE 2014 Annual Conference

We are pleased to announce that the CAJLE 2014 Annual

Conference will be held in Montreal, Quebec.

Theme: Language education and identities: Japanese language
education in multicultural societies

Dates: Wed. August 20 - Thu. August 21, 2014

Venue: Best Western Ville-Marie Hotel & Suites, Montreal,
Quebec  http://mww.hotelvillemarie.com/

Organizing Committee for the CAJLE 2014

Keynote Lecture/Teacher Workshop: Dr. Yasuko Kanno
(Temple University)  http://sites.temple.edu/ykanno/

Open Forum chair: Dr. Takehiro Kanaya (University of
Montreal)

The province of Quebec is renowned for its predominantly
French-speaking population and its sole official language being
French. The CAJLE 2014 Annual Conference will place this
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unique aspect of Quebec in perspective and discuss language

education and identity.

We will welcome Dr. Yasuko Kanno of Temple University for
our Keynote Lecture as well as for the Teacher Workshop.
She is specialized in applied linguistics in particular subjects

such as linguistic minority, bilingual education and ethnography.

Her lecture will focus on a topic, “Importance of identity in

language education”.

For the Open Forum, we will invite Japanese language teachers
in Quebec to discuss their experiences and challenges. Dr.

Za—ARLAE— 415

Takehiro Kanaya, who taught at University of Montreal for
many years, will give a short lecture and facilitate the forum.

We hope that many of you will join us in the CAJLE 2014 and
enjoy the charming city of Montreal.

Information regarding the conference will become available
shortly and be updated at the CAJLE website
(http:/Amwww.cajle.info).

For inquiries, please contact us at:
cajle2014@gmail.com
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS: CAJLE 2014 Annual Conference

Theme:
Language education and identities: Japanese
language education in multicultural societies
Conference Date
August 20 (Wednesday) — August 21 (Thursday),
2014
Conference Venue:
Best Western Ville-Marie Hotel & Suites, Montreal,

Canada http://www.hotelvillemarie.com/

Keynote & workshop Speaker:
Dr. Yasuko Kanno (College of Education, Temple

University) http:/sites.temple.edu/ykanno/

Abstract Submission Deadline: Monday, April 14, 2014
Notification of Acceptance: Monday, May 12, 2014
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We invite submission of abstracts for paper

presentations and poster presentations on topics
including, but not limited to, Japanese linguistics, Japanese
language pedagogy, Japanese as a heritage language, as well
as innovative teaching techniques. Submissions related to
the conference theme are especially welcome. The allocated
time for each paper presentation is 30 minutes (20 minutes
for presentation and 10 minutes for questions and
discussion), and posters will be presented in a 90-minute
poster session. Presentations may be given in either
Japanese,

English or French. We will publish the

conference proceedings on our website. Detailed
information will become available shortly at the CAJLE

website (http://www.cajle.info/).
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Please e-mail submissions as attachments in .doc/.docx

(Microsoft Word) file format, with the following
information to: tshibata@princeton.edu. Please specify the

subject line as “CAJLE2014 Proposal.”

1) the attachment

a. Paper title (in both Japanese and English,
or in both Japanese and French)

b. Abstract: 700 letters (Mincho, font size
12, single-space) in Japanese or 350
words (Times New Roman, font size 12,
single-space) in English/French

Please name the word file as “CAJLE2014 _title” (for
the “title” part, use up to the first 10 letters of your
English/French title. Ex. “CAJLE2014 What is Lost”
for the title of “What is Lost in Translation?”). The
abstract should be written in the same language as the
one you use in your presentation.

2) In the email

a. Paper title (in both Japanese and English,
or in both Japanese and French)

b. Name(s) of the presenter(s) (in both
Japanese and English, or in both Japanese
and French; list all co-presenters),

c. Affiliation and title (in both Japanese and
English, or in both Japanese and French;
list each co-presenter’s information),

d. Type of presentation: choose either
“paper presentation” or “poster
presentation”. *We cannot guarantee that

you will be able to present in the manner

11

of your choice.
e. E-mail address, phone number, and

mailing address (contact person only)

Individuals may submit only one proposal as presenters or

co-presenters. Presenters must be members of CAJLE and

non-members will be required to submit a membership
application by the time of the proposal submission.
is at the CAJLE website

Membership information

(http://www.cajle.info/).

Selected presenters at the conference will be invited after
the conference to submit their papers for article length
publication in Volume 16 of the Journal CAJLE. Those
submissions will undergo a separate reviewing process set

by the standards of the journal.

Guidelines for CAJLE Conference Proceedings

1) Deadline is Friday, September 1%, 2014

2) Please submit via e-mail attachment in Microsoft
Word (.doc or .docx) to us at
<tshibata@princeton.edu>. Please specify the
subject line as “CAJLE2014 Proceedings_YOUR
NAME.”

3) Your paper should be written in the same language
as the one used in your presentation.
Detailed information including the format of the
Proceedings will become available shortly at the

CAJLE website (http://www.cajle.info/).
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& FHERIEH

AFEFTEED 2 . BC M 1ZIE BCATML (British Columbia Association of Teachers of Modern Languages. —a1—XL-4—
41 5 p13S8) ., 7IL/A—2IIZI& SLIC (Second Languages and Intercultural Council) EWSEEZHEIENHY . BE
10 AICENEFNERKEMNHEINET , ZD SLIC DERKEIZSIMENT= Alberta Japanese Teachers’ Association
EROVVEIVEEITTADAMESEOLELR, — REE

SLIC Conference 2013

Corbin Musselman (Chair of the Alberta Japanese Teachers’ Association)

From October 25th to October 26th, 2013 second
language teachers from across Alberta attended the annual
Second Language and Intercultural Council conference in
Canmore, Alberta. The conference presented an excellent

opportunity  for educators to attend professional
development sessions and also network with other second
language teachers. While there were several interesting

sessions, the following sessions stood out to me:

Speaker - Stacey Harper
Session Title: Second Language Solutions — ADLC

Alberta Distance Learning Centre provides interactive
and imaginative Second Language courses based on
Alberta’s Curriculum. This session introduced the various
platforms used by ADLC to deliver long distance second
language programs in Alberta. ADLC delivers long
distance education programs in Spanish, German, French as
well as ESL. Ms. Harper introduced how the program
Imagine Learning is used to assist students with ESL
learning. Several AJTA members attended this session to
explore the possibility of adding Japanese to the list of
language programs that can be offered via long distance

education in Alberta.

14

Speaker - Yoshimi Hirata
Session Title: Marugoto & Marugoto Plus

Yoshimi Hirata is the Japanese-Language education
advisor at Alberta Education representing the Japan
Foundation. Hirata-sensei introduced the new resource
created by the Japan Foundation called “Marugoto” to
teachers and provided connections as to how it can be used
in the classroom. Teachers were inspired by the new
resource and throughout the session new methods of
incorporating it into our lessons were explored. In
conjunction with the Marugoto.org website, this resource

will surely assist Japanese teaching in Alberta.

Speaker - David Bouchard

David Bouchard is an author of children’s books and a
previous teacher/principal. He has written over 74 books
in English and French which relate to topics such as the
environment and Canadian History. Mr. Bouchard has
also written books about Buddhist religiousity. He spoke
proudly about his Metis heritage and his presentation
inspired teachers to appreciate the diversity that exists in

Canada.
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Fun Japanese

"Fun Japanese" is a website of
resources and links to help learners

and teachers of Japanese. On the

home page, there is a collection of
resources and lesson plans made over the years. The
links sections are divided into categories like hiragana,
language, literature and travel. | hope to expand the
sections in the future. The links sections include
images of the websites and short descriptions to give
students an idea about the websites. In the Language
Section, links to The Japan Foundation Kansai's Nihongo
E-na website are often added because they give more
detailed explanations about how to use the websites.
Teachers are welcome to use the Fun Japanese Website in
class and computer lab assignments, or to use the links as
guides in adding to their own websites. The main focus

is for everyone, students and teachers, to "have fun™ in
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Sachiko Renovich

learning about Japan and Japanese, and | myself have
found many interesting websites in this journey of
website creation. Be sure to check out the Fun Section
where you can learn how to create cute emoticons, make
manga characters who talk in Japanese, and make
certificates using Japanese. There is also a companion
site on Facebook where | hope to post updates about the
Fun Japanese Website and share popular current events in
Japan. You will find the link on the home page.
Fun Japanese Website -

http://www.members.shaw.ca/renovich/funjapanese/inde

x.htm

Fun Japanese Facebook -
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fun-Japanese-Website/
669213276422520

Information on Commissioned Programs

Jessica Carman (Programme Officer, The Japan Foundation, Toronto)

The Japan Foundation Japanese-Language Institute
in Kansai is currently offering commissioned programs
for non-profit educational organizations related to
Japanese education which allows them to send students
and teachers to Japan for intense learning of the Japanese
language and Japanese culture. The programs are fully
customizable based on each applicant’s needs budget.

The Institute has intensive experience with
Japanese language training programs, and their programs
are specially designed to help students utilize the
Japanese deepen their

language, understanding of
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Japanese culture and society, as well as offer an
opportunity to reflect on their studies. All programs
include a social element (social gathering, home visit,
homestay, etc.) which allows the students the opportunity
to interact with locals in Japanese and get a sense of
accomplishment.

The programs can range from one to two weeks or
long stays of more than three weeks, and are customized
to meet the needs of the educational organizations.
Participants are responsible for arranging their own

airfare to and from the Institute and travel insurance,
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however after arrival, the program fee includes Japanese
lessons, excursions to other parts of Japan, advance
payment of food/daily living expenses, use of the
facilities at the Institute, assistance in receiving medical
care, and submission of a report after completion of the

program. In principle, all documents received from the

Za—ARLAE— 415

Institute are provided in Japanese only. An English

translation may be provided at extra cost.

For more information on the commissioned programs,

please visit http://www.jfkc.jp/en/training/contract.html
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http://www.jfkc.jp/ja/contract/
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Jessica Carman, Programme Officer

My name is Jessica Carman, and as of August 2013, 1 am proud to be a new Japanese Language Programme officer. | am
a recent graduate from Ottawa, having obtained my B.A. from Carleton University and my certificate in Event Management
from Algonquin College. | began studying Japanese in high school, and continued throughout university, including a study

year abroad in Japan. | am very excited to now work in the administration of Japanese language courses.
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CAILE =a—ALZ—fREH TIIIAL ML HAREAFICH T LTE AREERNOORMEZHDL 7, I 58 (TR 5% &
CAJLE.PR@gmail.com £TA—LZBHE FI,
CAJLE newsletter editorial board welcomes comments and opinions that address issues related to Japanese language education.

Please email us at CAJLE.PR@gmail.com
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£ B#E - Membership

W T ERELERERE, HFTFITETHERELEORE
ERLZEBETFREFMEBTY . BAZELFICELDOHLAR
BERI-THLRALLTEETHENTEET,
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CAILE ERRERTORERKEK

The Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers
(CASLT) = BEEROESIER - £2E $15 (BEE=E
$45)

SEFE
BE6H1AMEES I BET,

28
—B=8 $45 CA
SFE(— =B $120 CA
FERE $30 CA
H#RE WEFT) $120 CA

CAILEFR—LR—=U DA A=y T R—T (" About us”A) &
Y. FoZAUITERLAAWNEITET,
IMIFELFBITRAICEDEZIWESHESINDI AT &
BHRAEETHRAD L, A ILEEEEETHEEYIEELY,
HAE, BXHIWAEICDONTIER—LR—UFTELLEZES,

http!//www.cajle.info

BRASE:

Canadian Association for Japanese Language Education (CAJLE)
P.O. Box 75133, 20 Bloor St. East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3T3,
CANADA

MEREDEE: FEFRBLUA—ILTRLRAEDEENH T
BEICIETELETHHSELZE0Y, cajle.kaikei@gmail.com
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CAJLE is a non-profit organization which actively promotes
Japanese language education in Canada. We welcome everyone

who is interested in Japanese language education.

CAJLE membership entitles you to:

CAJLE membership entitles you to:

- Receive the CAJLE Newsletter full of information about
Japanese Language Education in Canada (two issues
annually)

- Receive various announcements related to Japanese
education via email.

- Attend the CAJLE annual conference, workshops and other
related events at a reduced rate.

- Present research at the CAJLE annual conference

- Special rate for The Canadian Association of Second
Language Teachers (CASLT) membership. (Affiliate Individual
Membership is $15, instead of Regular Individual
Membership $45)

Term of Membership:

Memberships start every June and continue through May of the

following year.

Membership Fee:

Regular Membership S 45CA
3 years Membership $120CA
Student Membership $S30CA
Institutional Membership (up to 4 members) | $ 120 CA

How to Join:
tfSFasS grari
G! 62dzi dzaé¢d tfSlFasS FAL
payment procedure through paypal.

2 dzi

For those who wish to pay by personal check or bank transfer,
please fill out the application form (available on www.cajle.info )

and mail or email it with the appropriate membership fee.

Mail to:

Canadian Association for Japanese Language Education (CAJLE)
P.0. Box 75133, 20 Bloor St. East, Toronto, Ontario M4W 3T3,
CANADA

Please notify us at the following email address if your contact

information changes: cajle.kaikei@gmail.com
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