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Effects of imagery mediation strategy on the recognition of Kanji shape

Yoko Kuwabara
University of Fukui International Student Center

Abstract:

The present study was designed to investigate the use of imagery associated with
the meaning (in English translation) of a given Japanese Kanji (Chinese character)
shape, and its effect on character recognition. The participants were Japanese
language learners from non-Kanji-using countries, none of whom had prior
experiences with learning Kanji (n=31). In this research, three learning strategies
were compared: external imagery mediation with pictures, internal imagery
mediation by instruction, and a non-imagistic strategy. Recognition performances
were obtained and analyzed from the perspective of shape-imagery and test time.
Results showed that (1) imagery mediation with pictures was the most effective
for the recognition of Kanji shapes, both for the immediate and delayed tests; (2)
external imagery was more effective than internal imagery; and (3) the test scores
for Kanji of higher distinctive shape-imagery exceeded those of lower
distinctiveness. These results suggest that associating a Kanji's shape with its
meaning has a strong effect on the recognition of the character as well as the cued
recall of its meaning.
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